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The Reverend Harriette Simmons	 harriette@christchurchmacon.com 
Associate Priest	
Hope Westervelt	 hope@christchurchmacon.com
Director of Youth Ministry
Rachel Horkan	 rachel@christchurchmacon.com 
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Jonathan A. Poe	 jonathan@christchurchmacon.com 
Director of Music & Liturgy	
Laurel Eady	 finance@christchurchmacon.com 
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Nidia Svare	 office@christchurchmacon.com  
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Timothy Hoskins	 communications@christchurchmacon.com 
Director of Communications	  
Hal Brickle 	 hal@weekendlunch.org 
Director of Weekend Lunch Ministry	
Robert Hubbard	 hubbard@christchurchmacon.com
Sexton
Markisha Carter	 markisha@christchurchmacon.com
Assistant Sexton

582 Walnut Street
Macon, GA 31201

(478) 745-0427
www.christchurchmacon.com

Christ Church

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/christchurchmacon

Follow us on Instagram at www.instagram.com/christchurchmacon

Subscribe to our YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/@christchurchmacon

Watch services live and view past services at www.youtube.com/@christchurchmacon/streams

Christ Church is a parish of the Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Atlanta. We are a vibrant parish in the heart of 
downtown Macon, Georgia. Founded in 1825, Christ Church is the oldest church in Macon and the Mother Church of 
the Diocese of Atlanta. Last year, we observed the Bicentennial of our founding in a yearlong celebration. We are grateful 
for all those from around Macon and Middle Georgia and the Diocese of Atlanta we joined us during our celebration. 
We are a loving place where all are welcome and we invite anyone interested in becoming part of our family to join us 
in building the next two hundred years at Christ Church.

About Christ Church
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our own thoughts, allowing time to process and unwind. 
My daughter Lia wrote a song called “Peace and Quiet” 
that is a commentary on this very problem particularly 
(but certainly not exclusively!) among the younger gen-
erations. We have lost our ability to comfortably simply 
sit in peace and quiet. It’s become yet another way of 
medicating ourselves or masking the anxiety or stress.

Even in our prayer time we often don’t take the time 
to listen. We seem to often feel the need to do all the 
talking as if it’s on us to be sure to tell God everything 
we need covered. We forget to just sit in the Lord’s pres-
ence, to listen for the voice of God, and to be filled with 
the love and presence of God through the Holy Spirit. 
Too often we read Scripture to do the reading of the day 
or get through a certain book of the Bible without just 
allowing God’s Word to speak into our hearts. And then 
we wonder why God feels so far away. Our lives have 
been filled with so much noise (figuratively and literal-
ly) that we have lost the ability to sit in silence and wait 
upon the Lord.

One of the stories in Scripture that addresses this is 
the story of Elijah when he was on the run from Jezebel 
and is hiding in a cave. God has just defeated the priests 
of Baal in a spectacular showdown, demonstrating the 
power and presence of God in a way that should have 
left Elijah praising and glorifying God. Instead he was 
afraid of what Jezebel would do to him after she heard 
all her priests were dead. When he finally stops running 
and finds a cave up on a mountain to hide in, God asks, 
What are you doing here Elijah? Elijah complains to 
God that he is the only faithful prophet left and that his 
life is in danger too. The Lord tells him to go and stand 
on the mountain in the presence of the Lord for the 
Lord is about to pass by. Then a mighty wind came and 
tore the mountain and the rocks but God was not in the 
wind. After that an earthquake but the Lord was not in 

the earthquake. Then came a fire but the Lord was not 
in the fire. Then there was a still small voice (or a gen-
tle whisper). When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak 
over his face and went out to the mouth of the cave. The 
Lord was in the still small voice and Elijah knew it. 

We look for God to make himself known to us in 
those dramatic earth shattering ways. We expect God 
to get our attention with a miracle or a dramatic show of 
power. But God more often speaks to us in the silence, 
in those quiet moments of listening for the voice of the 
Lord. He speaks to us through His Word, and by whis-
pering into our hearts and our minds. But we need to 
be listening and to learn to recognize the voice of God.  
We need to be willing to shut off the noise and the many 
things clamoring for our attention, to take time for the 
Lord. That even means setting aside our devices- un-
plugging from what everyone else has to say and listen-
ing for the voice of the Lord. We need to return to being 
comfortable with silence. “Be still and know that I am 
God.” (Psalm 46:10). 

We have periods of silence built into our worship in-
tentionally. It is to allow us to listen for the voice of the 
Lord. It gives us that time to rest from the constant rush 
and the noise of the world and of our devices constant-
ly feeding us information to process. It gives us time to 
just be still and know. Just know that you are loved by 
God and take the time to allow the Lord to fill you with 
an awareness of his love. Listen to the music, the Scrip-
ture readings, and the sermon in a way that allows the 
Lord to speak to you through the words. Be present in 
the moment instead of several steps ahead. Lord knows 
it’s hard. But it is also such a blessing when we return to 
that practice. Like anything we just have to retrain our-
selves to listen, to be, to rest in the silence, and to know 
the presence of the Lord. He is there with us all the time, 
but we have to take the time to be aware and to listen.

			   	  

                    

The Rev. Cynthia Knapp
Rector

In our culture today with our devices to constantly keep us connected, informed, 
and plugged into what is going on around us, we have lost our ability to just sit 

and be quiet. It’s hard to unplug. It’s almost unthinkable to just sit quietly and wait 
without being able to read something, watch something, or be on our devices. It has 
become so common to become slaves to our phones, iPads, computers, and tele-
visions. It breaks my heart to see families out to dinner together with each of them 
on their phone instead of talking to one another. These things that are supposed to 
make us more connected are actually breaking down our ability to be in relation-
ships in person. They have also kept us from taking the time to be comfortable just in 

RECTOR'S MESSAGE
Holy Silence
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Rachel Horkan
Director of Children's Ministry

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

As we head into September, I’m so thankful for the 
blessing of the children of our church.  Sunday 

School is off to a great start as we’ve started our “I Be-
lieve” series for the year.  Take a look at the pictures be-
low for a peek at the fun and learning that’s going on!

It may just be September, but our All Hallows’ Eve 
Service and Carnival is just around the corner, begin-

ning at 5:30 in the chapel on Wednesday, October 28.  
We’ll start collecting candy in October, but now we 
need volunteers!  Please consider volunteering to help 
plan, decorate, take-down, or run a booth for this fun 
event.  Scan the QR code below, or email Rachel@
ChristChurchMacon.com to see how you can help!

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS

September 13
– Parish Picnic (4pm) | Sumralls’ 

house
September 20

– Safeguarding God’s Children 
(12pm) | Cloister Room

October 3
– Blessing of the Animals 

(10:30am) | Memorial Garden
October 4

– St. Francis Service Project 
(9:30am) | Great Hall

–Communion around the Altar 
(10:30am) | Church

September 20
– Safeguarding God’s Children 

(4pm)
September 20

– Safeguarding God’s Children 
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Hope Westervelt
Director of Youth Ministry

YOUTH MINISTRY

We are so thrilled to be back after a fun summer 
vacation! We kicked off our year with our first 

Sunday School and Sunday Night EYC at the end of 
August and are so excited for all that is to come in Sep-
tember. During Sunday School, our youth set spiritual 
goals for themselves and how they want to grow in their 
faith life throughout this year. We are excited to start our 
first Bible Study during Sunday School where we will 
be diving head first into The Bible with a study on The 
Book of Acts. Sunday Night EYC kicked off with lots 
of fun get to know you games, catching up with each 

other after summer break, and talking about our EYC 
theme, “Creation Care” where we will be putting into 
practice becoming better stewards of God’s creation! 
We always have so much fun together during EYC and 
we hope everyone will continue to join us on Sundays!

A reminder that all 6th-12th graders are invited to join 
us for any and all youth group activities! If you have any 
questions about what we do or you would like more in-
formation, please do not hesitate to reach out!
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We are currently offering two Sunday school classes for adults.
In the Parlor, the Bishop’s Podcast class meets to listen to and discuss Bish-
op Wright’s weekly podcast, For People. The first 15–20 minutes of class is 
spent listening to the latest episode, so it is not necessary to have already 
listened to it. However, you can subscribe to For People using the QR code 
to the right. The podcast is a companion to the bishop’s weekly devotion 
For Faith and features diverse guests from all over the Church, the country, and the world.
In the Cloister Room, the Adult Discussion of Sunday’s Scriptures group meets for a casual discussion of the 
Scripture readings assigned for each Sunday. The class reads each passage together, so it is not necessary to have 
already read them. However, if you would like, you can easily find the readings for any Sunday at www.lectionary-
page.net. This class is a great opportunity to prepare for worship by discussing the readings, finding connections 
between them, and talking about how they speak to us.

5:00pm–Sunday Evening Supper
5:30pm–Alpha 
5:30pm–Adult Discussion Group 
5:30pm–DOK Knitting Class
5:30pm–EYC
5:30pm–Choir School of Macon
6:30pm–Compline (Evensong on 1st Sundays)

ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Our Sunday evening programming has taken off with more than 100 people participating! We start the evening 
with a shared meal in the Great Hall and then split off into the various groups of programs for all ages. This idea 
was developed after the budget was made for the year so it was not in the budget. If you would like to make a 
contribution toward this effort just make a note with the contribution indicating it is for Sunday Evening Suppers. 
If you would like to help serve and/or clean up or help organize the food for the group, we are happy to have the 
help! Just email Nidia at office@christchurchmacon.com.

Are You Looking to Contribute in a Meaningful Way?

Adult Sunday School Groups

Listen to the podcast at:
https://forpeople.digital

Or scan here

The Christ Church Christmas Pageant is a beloved part 
of our Christmas Eve tradition, and we look forward to 
gathering our children and youth once again to help tell 
the story of Christ’s birth.
The pageant will take place on Christmas Eve, Decem-
ber 24th, at 4:30 p.m. If your child would like to par-
ticipate, please let Rachel or Hope know. We will be 
assigning roles soon, and costumes will be distributed 
during Sunday School on November 30th.
Pageant rehearsal will be December 23rd, beginning at 
10:00 a.m. for youth and 11:00 a.m. for all participants. 
We will have a brief parent meeting at 11:30 a.m.

We hope your family will join us for this special Christ 
Church tradition as our children help us prepare our 
hearts for the celebration of Christmas.

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Dates

There will be no 
Sunday Evenings at 
Christ Church on 

September 6, due to 
the  Labor Day 

weekend, or 
September 13, due to 

the Parish Picnic.
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Mr. Jonathan Alan Poe, M.Mus
Director of Music & Liturgy

http://www.walnutstreetmusic.org

MUSIC MINISTRY

Lichfield Residency
Join us on our journey to 
Lichfield Cathedral, UK 
July 30–August 9, 2027

There will be guided tours of 
Lichfield Cathedral, excursions 
to Stratford-upon-Avon, Anne 

Hathaway’s Cottage, and 
Kenilworth Castle & Gardens.

If you would like to join us 
contact Jonathan Poe no later 

than October 1st to reserve your 
spot. Space is limited!

WSM Presents: Apollo5 in Concert 
Tuesday, November 3, 2026 | 7:30 PM

FREE! All are welcome!
If you are interested in learning more about 
this concert and ways to support them please 
contact Jonathan Poe (478) 200-1062.



The  CHIMES |  September 2026				                Growing by God's Grace as a Family of Faith, Fellowship, and Ministry	 11

Each weekend, all year long, Weekend Lunch 
Ministry opens its doors to offer more than 

a hot meal—it offers hope, dignity, and a welcoming 
place at the table for our neighbors in need.

Come rain or shine, our Guests arrive at 11:30 a.m. 
and gather together in Jones Chapel, the Ministry’s 
Dining Area, where a meal becomes more than food—
it becomes an opportunity for fellowship, dignity, en-
couragement, and hope.

Behind every Saturday and Sunday lunch is a dedi-
cated team of volunteers who arrive ready to prepare, 
serve, and share. Teams work together each weekend to 
prepare hot meals, set the tables, welcome our Guests, 
and create an atmosphere where everyone is treated 
with kindness and respect.

There is something special 
about gathering around a 

table. For some of our 
Guests, Weekend 

Lunch may provide 
a much-needed 

meal. For others, it may be a place to escape 
loneliness, find a friendly face, or simply know that 

someone cares.
Jesus reminds us of the importance of caring for oth-

ers—not only with our words, but through our actions. 
“You give them something to eat.” Weekend Lunch is 
one small but meaningful way we can answer that call.

Our volunteers are the hands and feet of Christ in ac-
tion. They give their time, their talents, and their hearts 
so that others can experience not only a hot meal, but 
also compassion and community.

Every Saturday. Every Sunday. All year long.
We invite you to become part of this ministry. 

Whether you can prepare food, serve a meal, welcome 
our Guests, help with cleanup, or simply offer a smile 
and a listening ear, there is a place for you at the table.

Together, we can continue to break bread, build re-
lationships, and share the love of Christ—one meal and 
one person at a time.

	  WEEKEND LUNCH @ CHRIST CHURCH

Weekend Lunch 
Dr. Hal Brickle, Executive Director

director@weekendlunch.org (478) 200-1066 

For the website, click: www.weekendlunch.org
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August 30 – September 5

Sunday, August 30: The 14th Sunday after Pentecost 
8am | Holy Eucharist | Church 
9:30am | Children’s Sunday School | Parish House 
9:30am | Youth Sunday School | Youth Suite 
9:30am | Adult Scripture Discussion |Cloister Room 
9:30am | Bishop’s Podcast Discussion | Parlor 
9:30am | Christ Church Choir | Church 
10:30am | Holy Eucharist  | Church 
After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn 
11:30am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel 
5:00pm | Parish Supper | Great Hall 
5:30pm | EYC | Youth Suite 
5:30pm | DOK Knitting Class | Parlor 
5:30pm | Adult Discussion Group | Youth Classroom 
5:30pm | Alpha | Cloister Room 
5:30pm | Choir School of Macon | Parish House 
6:30pm | Compline | Church

Wednesday, September 2 
9am | Women’s Bible Study | Parlor 
10:45am | Wise Women’s Bible Study | Cloister Room 
12pm | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church 
8:45pm | Compline | Facebook

Thursday, September 3 
6pm | Christ Church Choir | Choir Room

Saturday, September 5
11:30am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

September 6 – September 12

Sunday, September 6: The 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
8am | Holy Eucharist | Church 
9:30am | Christ Church Choir | Church 
10:30am | Holy Eucharist  | Church 
After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn 
11:30am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

Monday, September 7 
Parish Office closed for Labor Day

Wednesday, September 9 
9am | Women’s Bible Study | Parlor 

10:45am | Wise Women’s Bible Study | Cloister Room 
12pm | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church 
6pm | Alpha Marriage Course | Great Hall 
8:45pm | Compline | Facebook

Thursday, September 10 
7:10am | Men’s Bible Study | Cloister Room 
6pm | Christ Church Choir | Choir Room

Saturday, September 12
11:30am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

September 13 – September 19

Sunday, September 13: The 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
8am | Holy Eucharist | Church 
9:30am | Children’s Sunday School | Parish House 
9:30am | Youth Sunday School | Youth Suite 
9:30am | Adult Scripture Discussion |Cloister Room 
9:30am | Bishop’s Podcast Discussion | Parlor 
9:30am | Christ Church Choir | Church 
10:30am | Holy Eucharist  | Church 
After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn 
11:30am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel 
4:00pm | Parish Picnic | Sumralls’ House

Tuesday, September 15 
5:15pm | Vestry Meeting | Cloister Room

Wednesday, September 16 
9am | Women’s Bible Study | Parlor 
10:45am | Wise Women’s Bible Study | Cloister Room 
12pm | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church 
6pm | Alpha Marriage Course | Great Hall 
8:45pm | Compline | Facebook

Thursday, September 17 
7:10am | Men’s Bible Study | Cloister Room 
10:30am | Holy Eucharist | Carlyle Place 
6pm | Christ Church Choir | Choir Room

Saturday, September 19
11:30am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

   

Weekly  CALENDAR of  EVENTS September 2026  
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September 20 – September 26

Sunday, September 20: The 17th Sunday after Pentecost 
8am | Holy Eucharist | Church 
9:30am | Children’s Sunday School | Parish House 
9:30am | Youth Sunday School | Youth Suite 
9:30am | Adult Scripture Discussion |Cloister Room 
9:30am | Bishop’s Podcast Discussion | Parlor 
9:30am | Christ Church Choir | Church 
10:30am | Holy Eucharist  | Church 
After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn 
After 10:30 Service | Safeguarding God’s Children 
11:30am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel 
5:00pm | Parish Supper | Great Hall 
5:30pm | EYC | Youth Suite 
5:30pm | DOK Knitting Class | Parlor 
5:30pm | Adult Discussion Group | Youth Classroom 
5:30pm | Alpha | Cloister Room 
5:30pm | Choir School of Macon | Parish House 
6:30pm | Compline | Church

Monday, September 21 
5:30pm | Outreach Committee | Davis Room

Wednesday, September 23 
9am | Women’s Bible Study | Parlor 
10:45am | Wise Women’s Bible Study | Cloister Room 
12pm | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church 
6pm | Alpha Marriage Course | Great Hall 
8:45pm | Compline | Facebook

Thursday, September 24 
7:10am | Men’s Bible Study | Cloister Room 
6pm | Christ Church Choir | Choir Room

Saturday, September 26
11:30am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

September 27 – October 3

Sunday, September 27: The 18th Sunday after Pentecost 
8am | Holy Eucharist | Church 
9:30am | Children’s Sunday School | Parish House 
9:30am | Youth Sunday School | Youth Suite 
9:30am | Adult Scripture Discussion |Cloister Room 

9:30am | Bishop’s Podcast Discussion | Parlor 
9:30am | Christ Church Choir | Church 
10:30am | Holy Eucharist  | Church 
After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn 
11:30am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel 
5:00pm | Parish Supper | Great Hall 
5:30pm | EYC | Youth Suite 
5:30pm | DOK Knitting Class | Parlor 
5:30pm | Adult Discussion Group | Youth Classroom 
5:30pm | Alpha | Cloister Room 
5:30pm | Choir School of Macon | Parish House 
6:30pm | Compline | Church

Wednesday, September 30 
9am | Women’s Bible Study | Parlor 
10:45am | Wise Women’s Bible Study | Cloister Room 
12pm | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church 
6pm | Alpha Marriage Course | Great Hall 
8:45pm | Compline | Facebook

Thursday, October 1 
7:10am | Men’s Bible Study | Cloister Room 
6pm | Christ Church Choir | Choir Room

Saturday, October 3
10:30am | Blessing of the Animals | Memorial Garden 
11:30am | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

   

Weekly  CALENDAR of  EVENTS September 2026  
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Parish News

Safeguarding God’s Children Training
An up-to-date Safeguarding God’s Children certification is 
required for all clergy, staff, vestry members, Sunday school 
teachers, and volunteers aged 16 or older who work with chil-
dren or youth.  Once completed, a Safeguarding certification 
is valid for three years before needing to be renewed. An on-
line version of this class is available at  SafeChurchAtlanta.org/
Training.
For those who would like to complete the training in-person, 
the will be a training in the Cloister Room on Sunday, Septem-
ber 20 following the end of the 10:30a service.  Please email 
Rachel Horkan (Rachel@ChristChurchMacon.com) or Hope 
Westervelt (Hope@ChristChurchMacon.com).  for more de-
tails or to register.  Lunch is included for all participants.

Serving with a Saint
On Sunday, October 4, 2026, in honor of the Feast of 
St. Francis of Assisi, we will have a service project in the 
Great Hall during the Sunday school hour starting at 
9:30 am. St. Francis was famous for his love and care 
for the poor and hungry. We will honor his example by 
making sandwiches to fill the community refrigerator 
at Centenary Methodist Church.
We are collecting donations of sandwich materials for 
the project. We need bread, peanut butter, and jelly. 
Bring them by the parish office during the week or to 
the parish house on Sunday morning. And be sure to 
bring yourself on October 4. There will be opportuni-
ties to help for all ages. And a special guest may stop by.

The next time you’re in the parish house, look at the 
wall outside the Great Hall. The wall now features eight 
photos of Christ Church people showcasing the variety 
of what we do here. The current photos were all tak-
en between April and June 2026. The photos will be 
changed at the beginning of each quarter, so in October 
they will be updated with photos from July, August, and 
September. So check back regularly to see who is on 
the wall... it may be you!

Congratulations to Daniel Bashinger 
and David Cline for finishing their 
training as healing prayer ministers 
in the Order of St. Luke!

Robert would like 
to thank everyone 

for their kind words, 
cards, letters, and 
gifts during the  

celebration of his
30th anniversary at 

Christ Church
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Ministry of the Month

Haitian Hope, Inc.
P.O. Box 4005

Macon, GA 31208
www.haitian-hope.org

Facebook:
HaitianHopeTrouin

Haitian Hope is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that, since 2004, has partnered with Saint Marc Episcopal School in the small moun-
tain village of Trouin in the southwestern peninsula of Haiti.

On behalf of everyone in Haitian Hope, we would like to extend 
our heartfelt gratitude for your generous support over the past 
year. Thanks to your donations, we have been able to continue 
providing essential resources, educational opportunities, and 
hope to a community in need. 
As we start the 2026 - 2027 School Term we face the challenge of 
raising $120,000 to continue our existing classes at St. Marc and 
the University Scholarship Program. Fortunately, a generous do-
nor has offered to match donations received during August and 
September. A life-line to give us hope for success in the year ahead. 
A gift of $50 becomes $100.  
A gift of $250 becomes $500. 
Whatever amount you choose,  
your generosity will have twice the impact.
We deeply appreciate your trust and your willingness to stand 
with us during these challenging times and look forward to keep-
ing you updated on classes at St. Marc’s. 
The previous school term concluded with a Solar Class that serves 
both students at St. Marc and the community of Trouin, Haiti. 
Thank you once again for your kindness and for believing in the 
potential of the Haitian people.
With sincere appreciation,
Marcia Aldridge, Chairperson, Board of Directors, Haitian Hope             

Donate online by 
scanning the QR code 

or mail checks to:

Solar Power Class July 2026
There is no electrical power in Trouin.  Solar power 
can provide a light at night, charge a cell phone, or 
power a radio.
St. Marc School provides a Solar Power Class each 
year for students who have attended the electrical 
power class and people of the community. 
Solar Class starts in the classroom and continues 
with cleaning and learning about the solar panels.

The students also learn what devices are needed to 
control how the electrical current from the panels 
is used to charge a battery, convert the solar panel 
electrical current from DC to AC , and how to safely 
connect an electrical device.Boston Butt Sale

Delicious Boston Butts smoked by 
Fincher’s BBQ and flavored with the 
famous Haitian Hope Rub.

Butts $50 each
Pick up at St. Paul’s Oct. 15–17

To order, contact:
Irene Marxsen:	           478-319-4220 
David Cline:	           478-244-0693 
Elizabeth Benjamin:    478-390-8266




