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D Wechallenge ourselves and the world to love like Jesus as we worship joyfully, serve compassionately, and grow spiritually.

About Christ Church

Christ Church is a parish of the Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Atlanta. We are a vibrant parish in the heart of
downtown Macon, Georgia. Founded in 1825, Christ Church is the oldest church in Macon and the Mother Church
of the Diocese of Atlanta. Last year, we observed the Bicentennial of our founding in a yearlong celebration. We are
greatful for all those from around Macon and Middle Georgia and the Diocese of Atlanta we joined us during our
celebration. We are a loving place where all are welcome and we invite anyone interested in becoming part of our
family to join us in building the next two hundred years at Christ Church.

HOW TO CONTACT US
The Reverend Cynthia C. Knapp cynthia@christchurchmacon.com
Rector
The Reverend Harriette Simmons harriette@christchurchmacon.com
Associate Priest
Hope Westervelt hope@christchurchmacon.com
Director of Youth Ministry
Rachel Horkan rachel@christchurchmacon.com
Director of Children's Ministry
Jonathan A. Poe jonathan@christchurchmacon.com
Director of Music ¢ Liturgy
Laurel Eady finance@christchurchmacon.com
Parish Bookkeeper
Nidia Svare office@christchurchmacon.com
Parish Administrator
Timothy Hoskins communications@christchurchmacon.com
Director of Communications
Hal Brickle hal@weekendlunch.org
Director of Weekend Lunch Ministry
Robert Hubbard hubbard@christchurchmacon.com
Sexton
Markisha Carter markisha@christchurchmacon.com
Assistant Sexton

u Christ Church .

582 Walnut Street (478) 745-0427

Macon, GA 31201 www.christchurchmacon.com

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/christchurchmacon

Follow us on Instagram at www.instagram.com/christchurchmacon

Subscribe to our YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/@christchurchmacon

Watch services live and view past services at www.youtube.com/@christchurchmacon/streams
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RECTOR'S MESSAGE

A Prayer for the New Year

Lord, as I stand at the door of the New Year

Give me the faith to know that whatever I might face

You will be with me.

You will go before me to show me the way.

You will stand beside me to give me strength and courage.

You will be my rear guard to keep me always at the ready.

Fill me with your peace as [ entrust myself and those [ love to
your loving care.

Lord, give me your heart of compassion in encountering

The needs and pain of others, however it might be manifest.

Speak the words of Scripture into my memory through your
still small voice

When [ need to be reminded.

Give me understanding and wisdom to know

When things might not be what they appear—to see with
your eyes.

Give me the patience and the fortitude to be your instrument

Of healing, peace, and reconciliation.

Help me to always remember that you are sovereign

And that nothing is too hard for you to overcome, redirect, or
resolve.

For you are indeed our future and our hope.

Help me to ever keep my gaze steadily fixed on you,

Especially in navigating those places fraught with peril,

Knowing you will guide me through safely,

As the anchor for my soul,

Until that day when [ reach my heavenly home.

And help me to always remember that [ am your child,

Beloved and cherished by you.

That nothing can separate me from your love,

Or in any way diminish your love for me.

For I have been sealed by your Holy Spirit,

Set apart as holy, for your purposes,

And marked as Christ’s own forever.

Amen
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

As [ reflect on 2025, I'm so thankful for all the peo-
ple who poured into Christ Church’s Children and
Young Family Ministries. If you have donated items or
food for events, served during VBS or other special
events, helped prep or take-down from special events,
hosted supper club, taught Sunday School, or prayed
for us in 2025, thank you! If you as a parent supported
our programs by getting your child to Sunday School
or special events, thank you! The children deepened

their knowledge of God and His love and formed clos-
er friendships this past year, and we are so thankful for
your help in giving them the opportunities to grow
in these ways. | encourage you to get involved in this
coming year, whether youre new to our program or an
“old-timer;” being with these children and having your

children involved will make a lasting impact on your
life!

Sunday School Resumes
Sunday, January 11
In the Parish House at 9:39 am

PAGE
Young Family Supper Club

Sunday, March 8
At the Hairs'at 5:30 pm

RESOURCE

Rachel Horkan
Director of Children's Ministry
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YOUTH MINISTRY

s | reflect back on this year, [ am filled with so

uch joy as I reminisce on all of the wonderful

things we did with our youth! In the spirit of “Spotify
Wrapped” here is our “EYC Wrapped” for 2025!

35 Sunday Night EYC Gatherings

- 19 Early Morning 7am Chick-Fil-A Breakfasts

« 21 Youth that served during Youth Sunday 2025

- 8 Days spent on our youth pilgrimage through En-
gland

« 6 Youth pilgrims (and 4 adults) who dove deeper
into their faith while being immersed in the history
and traditions of our church

13 Confirmands who are prepared for confirmation
in the spring

- 36 Acolytes who regularly serve each Sunday

- COUNTLESS laughs, deep chats, and memories
made throughout the year!

We are so excited to see all of the wonderful things
2026 has in store for our young people. Thank you for
supporting them and nurturing them in their faith this
year and for years to come!

EYC.MOUNTAIN RETREAT 2026

GATLINBURG, TENNESSEE
/7 JANUARY 46 TH-19TH

Hope Westervelt
Director of Youth Ministry
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2026 Vestry Nominees

A 2
Jan Beeland

F

Jeff Powers

William Baxley Margaret Boltja
William Baxley

[ am truly honored to be slated to serve as a member of the Vestry at Christ Church.

A graduate of Vanderbilt University, [ started with SunTrust Bank in Atlanta and then joined Merrill
Lynch in 1997. Karen and [ joined Christ Church in 2001 and over the last 25 years, Christ Church has
been a wonderful environment for our family; Will (24), Ben (22), and Annie (20) all were baptized and
confirmed at Christ Church. [ look forward to supporting our leadership and helping grow our ministry
for our entire parish and the local community.

Jan Beeland

[ am honored to be slated for the 2026-2029 Christ Church Vestry and to serve in this capacity. Cur-
rently, [ am on the Flower Guild and previously served for many years on the Outreach Committee.

[ retired from health care administration after 25 years of service and as director of Macon Arts Alliance.
My husband Robbie and I have been long time members of Christ Church

Margaret Boltja

[ am grateful for the opportunity to serve on this Vestry if elected. I grew up in Columbus Georgia
going to Trinity Episcopal Church. My husband Stephen, my children (Jack (22) and Peggy (20)) and [
joined Christ Church in 2006. Christ Church provided an amazing community and experience for us
that we will never forget. The acolyting, trip to Kanuga, the many Christmas pageants, our foyer group,
teaching Sunday school, serving on the Vestry back then, and my children’s confirmation are some of
the many enriching experiences. We lived in Thomasville Georgia for 6 years and [ was fortunate to
serve on the vestry and alter guild at All Saints Episcopal Church. [ have practiced neurology since
2002 and recently started a private practice focused on pain medicine. [look forward to serving Christ
Church and ['hope [ can contribute back as much as Christ Church has given me.

Jeff Powers

[ grew up in Orlando, Florida as a member of St. Michael’s Episcopal Church where I was baptized. |
attended law school at Mercer and graduated in 1995. Meeting Katie on a blind date in 1994 forever
changed my life for the best, as we married in 1996 at Christ Church. We have two daughters, McKay
(24) and Katie Beth (21). This is my second term on the vestry as I served when Harriett Simmons was
our priest. [ have been a lawyer in Macon for 30 years practicing at Powers Law Group. [ look forward
to serving on the vestry.
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Christmas
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MUSIC MINISTRY
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CHRIST CHURCH

or over 30 years, the Weekend Lunch

Program at Christ Church in Macon has
been providing hot, nutritious meals to low-in-
come, homeless, hungry, and otherwise food-in-
secure individuals and families right in our neigh-

borhood. Community members of all ages and

backgrounds volunteer their time, making the

program a living exam-

ple of compassion

and service in ac-
tion.

Each weekend,

a team of 8-10

volunteers gathers at Jones Chapel around

8:30 a.m. to prepare the space, cook the day’s
meal, and set up for guests. At 11:00 a.m., doors
open and everyone is welcomed into a safe,
warm, and friendly environment to share food
and fellowship, with volunteers staying through
about 1:00 p.m. to visit with guests, clean up,
and close the chapel.
More than a meal, Weekend Lunch is a place of
connection. Guests are greeted by name, stories
are shared across tables, and volunteers strive
to offer dignity and kindness along with a hot
plate. For many participants, this weekly gath-
ering truly is a lifeline—providing nourishment,
encouragement, and a reminder that they are
not alone.
The impact is significant. Weekend Lunch
serves approximately 200 meals each weekend,
helping to reduce hunger and food insecurity in
Macon while also providing a social outlet for
people who may be isolated, elderly, or facing
hard times. Stories like Sarah, a single mother
working two jobs; John, a homeless veteran who
found support on his journey to sobriety and
stability; and Mrs. Francis, an elderly neighbor
who depends on the weekly meal and compan-
ionship, show how lives are touched in real and
lasting ways.
Christ Episcopal Church haslong been a pillar in
this ministry, fielding a volunteer team 12 week-
ends each year. Through this service and com-
mitment, members and friends offer their time,
energy, and talents to meet some of the most
basic human needs in our community—food,
welcome, and human connection. If you would
like to get involved by serving, donating food or
funds, or helping spread the word, please visit
WeekendLunch.org, contact Jonathan Poe, or
reach out to Hal Brickle for more information.

Weekend Lunch

Dr. Hal Brickle, Executive Director

director@weekendlunch.org (478) 200-1066
For the website, click:
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WEeekLy CALENDAR of EVENTS January 2026

December 28 - January 3

Sunday, December 28: The 1st Sunday after Christmas
T10:30a | Holy Eucharist | Church
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

Monday, December 29
Parish Office Closed

Tuesday, December 30
Parish Office Closed

Wednesday, December 31
Parish Office Closed

Thursday, January 1
Parish Office Closed

Saturday, January 3
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

January 4 -10

Sunday, January 4: Epiphany Sunday

T8a | Holy Eucharist | Church

9:30a | Christ Church Choir | Church
110:30a | Holy Eucharist | Church

After 10:30 Service | Cookies in the Cloister
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

4p | EYC | Youth Suite

Wednesday, January 7

9a | Women's Bible Study | Parlor

10:45a | Wise Women's Bible Study | Cloister Room
T12p | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church

5:30p | Choir School of Macon | Parish House

6p | Alpha | Cloister Room

8:45p | Compline | Facebook

Thursday, January 8
7:10a | Men's Bible Study | Cloister Room
5:30p | Christ Church Choir | Church

Saturday, December 13
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

January 11 -17

Sunday, January 11: The Baptism of Our Lord
18a | Holy Eucharist | Church

9:30a | Children's Sunday School | Parish House
9:30a | Youth Sunday School | Youth Suite
9:30a | Youth Confirmation Class | Youth Suite
9:30a | Adult Sunday School | Cloister Room
9:30a | Inquirer's Class | Parlor

9:30a | Christ Church Choir | Church

1710:30a | Holy Eucharist | Church

After 10:30 Service | Cookies in the Cloister

11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

12p | Safeguarding God's Children | Cloister Room
4p | EYC | Youth Suite

Wednesday, January 14

9a | Women's Bible Study | Parlor

10:45a | Wise Women's Bible Study | Cloister Room
112p | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church

5:30p | Choir School of Macon | Parish House

6p | Alpha | Cloister Room

8:45p | Compline | Facebook

Thursday, January 15

7:10a | Men's Bible Study | Cloister Room
1 10a | Holy Eucharist | Carlyle Place
5:30p | Christ Church Choir | Church

Friday, January 16
3p | EYC Mountain Retreat Departs

Saturday, January 17
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

January 18 - 24

Sunday, January 18: The 2nd Sunday after Epiphany
18a | Holy Eucharist | Church

9:30a | Children's Sunday School | Parish House
9:30a | Youth Sunday School | Youth Suite

9:30a | Youth Confirmation Class | Youth Suite
9:30a | Adult Sunday School | Cloister Room
9:30a | Inquirer's Class | Parlor

9:30a | Christ Church Choir | Church
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WEeekLy CALENDAR of EVENTS January 2026

110:30a | Holy Eucharist | Church 112p | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church
After 10:30 Service | Cookies in the Cloister 5:30p | Choir School of Macon | Parish House
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel 6p | Alpha | Cloister Room
Monday, January 19 8:45p | Compline | Facebook
Parish office closed from Martin Luther King Jr. Day  Thursday, January 29
4p | EYC Mountain Retreat Returns 7:10a | Men's Bible Study | Cloister Room
Tusesday, January 20 5:30p | Christ Church Choir | Church
5:15p | Vestry Meeting | Cloister Room Saturday, January 31

11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel
Wednesday, January 21

9a | Women's Bible Study | Parlor

10:45a | Wise Women's Bible Study | Cloister Room
T12p | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church

5:30p | Choir School of Macon | Parish House

6p | Alpha | Cloister Room

HAPPY
8:45p | Compline | Facebook

| Epipbany -

6"January

Thursday, January 22
7:10a | Men's Bible Study | Cloister Room
5:30p | Christ Church Choir | Church

Saturday, January 24
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

January 25 - January 31

Sunday, January 25: The 3rd Sunday after Epiphany
T8a | Holy Eucharist | Church

9:30a | Children's Sunday School | Parish House
9:30a | Youth Sunday School | Youth Suite
9:30a | Youth Confirmation Class | Youth Suite
9:30a | Adult Sunday School | Cloister Room
9:30a | Inquirer's Class | Parlor

9:30a | Christ Church Choir | Church

110:30a | Holy Eucharist | Church

After 10:30 Service | Cookies in the Cloister

11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

12p | Annual Meeting | Great Hall

4p | EYC | Youth Suite

Wednesday, January 28
9a | Women's Bible Study | Parlor
10:45a | Wise Women's Bible Study | Cloister Room
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PARISH NEWS

Opportunities to Grow in Your Faith

hether you are new to your faith, or just looking

to go deeper, new to the Episcopal Church or
just wanting a brush up, there are two classes starting
in January that may be of interest to you.

The Inquirer’s Class is on Sunday mornings 9:30-
10:15 in the parlor beginning January 11th. (The group
will determine which Sundays not to meet based on
the schedule of participants.) Based on the book, Walk
in Love Episcopal Beliefs and Practices, we focus more
on the Episcopal way of living out our faith.

The Alpha Course is Wednesday nights 6:00-8:00
beginning January 7th and including a shared meal

December's ECW Christmas Party hosted by
Leah McNeill. All women at Christ Church
are invited to join Episcopal Church Women
events. We hope to see you at the next one!

David & Madlson Harrell |
welcome baby Reaves

each night. This course addresses general faith ques-
tions that are not specific to any denomination. The
Alpha course is a platform for learning and honest con-
versation around some of life’s biggest questions. The
sessions are designed to provide an opportunity to
share thoughts, ideas and opinions in a safe and caring
environment while exploring topics of the faith such
as prayer, how does God guide us, how do I read the
Bible, and reconciling the question of evil in the world
with a loving God to name just a few.

To sign up for either one, please email Cynthia@
christchurchmacon.com or contact the church office.

Claire & Rob Turk
welcome baby Stuart
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MINISTRY of the MONTH

EEKEND
LUNCH

he Weekend Lunch program has served the needs of downtown Macon since the mid-1990s. What
started as an opportunity to help feed the homeless, hungry, and less fortunate in a safe and enjoy-
able environment has since grown into a program that delivers far more than a meal to our community.
In addition to providing meals, we also offered clothing, warm jackets, school supplies, shoes, water
bottles in hot weather, containers of food to local ministries as well as family meals for special occa-
sions and always prayers for and with our guests.

As a volunteer, your time and talents are greatly appreciated. If you are interested in volunteering,
please email hal@weekendlunch.org or visit wwwweekendlunch.org.
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