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582 Walnut Street
Macon, GA 31201
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www.christchurchmacon.com

Christ Church

Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/christchurchmacon

Follow us on Instagram at www.instagram.com/christchurchmacon

Subscribe to our YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/@christchurchmacon

Watch services live and view past services at www.youtube.com/@christchurchmacon/streams

Christ Church is a parish of the Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Atlanta. We are a vibrant parish in the heart of 
downtown Macon, Georgia. Founded in 1825, Christ Church is the oldest church in Macon and the Mother Church 
of the Diocese of Atlanta. Last year, we observed the Bicentennial of our founding in a yearlong celebration. We are 
greatful for all those from around Macon and Middle Georgia and the Diocese of Atlanta we joined us during our 
celebration. We are a loving place where all are welcome and we invite anyone interested in becoming part of our 
family to join us in building the next two hundred years at Christ Church.

About Christ Church
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anything, for ourselves or for others, we should begin 
by remembering who God is (praise) and what God has 
done for us and for His people in general (thanksgiving). 
This builds our faith, adjusts our attitude, and prepares 
us to come before the Lord in prayer. So it must have 
been divine design that caused Thanksgiving to be 
celebrated immediately before Advent and Christmas. 
There is meaning and purpose in the order.

Our practice of giving gifts to one another, and to 
God (in our tithes and offerings) is an expression of 
our gratitude, We give gifts to those for whom we are 
especially grateful as an expression of our love and 
appreciation for them in our lives. In doing so, our 
intention is to bless the recipient, but we find ourselves 
blessed at least as much in the giving. Psychological 
studies have actually found that spending money 
on others brings happiness to the gift-giver. (Why 
would we be surprised when scripture has said this 
for thousands of years?) There is a very real feel-good 
rush after being kind to others. Studies have shown 
that people who give benefit regardless of whether 
they gain something from giving gifts to others. (I 
remember Malcolm saying as much when explaining 
why he gave so generously. “It feels good.”) Think of 
the “pay it forward” concept. The neuroscience behind 
giving shows that the act of giving actually makes us 
feel better. Brain imaging suggests that both giving 
and receiving gifts activates core areas of our brain 
associated with reward and pleasure, also stimulating 
the production of dopamine. However, it's important 
to slow down and savor the act and not let the whole 
process become a source of stress as can so easily 
happen when things get too busy. (Consider stretching 
the preparation process throughout the year instead of 
all at the last minute.) This feel-good effect is true of 
doing good deeds for others ad expressing compassion 
toward those in need as well.

While I was serving at St. Peter’s in Milford, CT., we 
held a “Tagless Tag Sale” (yes- everything was free) in 
November to be a blessing to those in need before 

the “Christmas shopping season” began. We invited 
parishioners and others who wanted to participate to 
bring new or gently used donations of any kind to the 
church and set it up on tables in the parish hall. People 
were concerned we wouldn’t have enough come in, 
but we were amazed by the abundance that arrived. 
Then we sent out invitations to those experiencing 
financial hardship- those we knew, and many given out 
by other churches and social workers in the area. We 
set up a wrapping room for the gifts that were chosen 
to be wrapped and tagged for our guests. And each 
person who came in the door with their shopping 
list was given a personal shopper to assist them. The 
stories from those personal shoppers were amazing. 
Now matter how random or bizarre the item, it seemed 
to be on someone’s list and would be there waiting for 
them. Truly the Lord prepared the way. Those who 
worked the event were at least as blessed by it as those 
who attended to “shop”. It was truly a faith-builder and 
a joyous occasion for all. The church didn’t make or 
spend a dime, but we were blessed in abundance in the 
process. 

Do you want to be sure your Christmas is merry and 
bright? Look to be a blessing to others and you will find 
your heart is made full to overflowing,

			   	  

                    

The Rev. Cynthia Knapp
Rector

There seems to be a natural flow from the gratitude of Thanksgiving to our 
preparation for Christmas. Gratitude is so much of what Advent is about. As 

we are preparing our hearts for the coming of Jesus, we are also preparing for our 
traditions around celebrating his incarnation at Christmas. All of our preparation 
is an expression of gratitude- for loved ones, for the “reason for the season”, for the 
joy and light in an otherwise dark and sometimes even lonely time of year. Our 
response to the gift of Jesus, God with us, is one of gratitude. The Bishop reminds 
us on a pretty regular basis, that praise and thanksgiving should be the way we 
always begin our prayers corporately and individually. Before we ask God for 

RECTOR'S MESSAGE
Gratitude and Giving
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Rachel Horkan
Director of Children's Ministry

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

November was such a full and fun month in our 
children’s and young family ministries!  In Sunday 

school, we’ve been focusing on stories and scripture 
that teach us to trust God, even in tough times.  

The children have done a wonderful job working on 
our memory verses, Isaiah 41:10 (Do not dear, for I am 
with you; do not be dismayed for I am your God.  I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with 
my righteous right hand) and Psalm 55:22 (Cast your 
cares on the Lord, and He will sustain you.  He will 
never let the righteous fall.).  Each time they recite a 
verse, they get to put a bead in our Memory Verse Jar, 
in anticipation of celebrating with an ice cream party 
when the jar is full.

We ended our Old Testament unit, exploring how 
stories like Daniel and the Lion’s Den and Queen Es-
ther saving her illustrate faith in action. We concluded 
our Old Testament series with a fun Old Testament 
Bible charades game that was such a hit that I’m sure 
we’ll play it many times in the future. Our combined 
youth and young families Friendsgiving was a sweet 
time of fellowship. 

In November we also introduced a new resource for 
children and young families, found at linktree.com/
ChristChurchKidMin.  This website is filled with re-
sources to help families grow together spiritually and 
opportunities to dive deeper into Sunday School les-

sons, including printable timelines, Bible story videos, 
seasonal resources, read-alouds from books in our 
Young Family Library, music videos (with motions) of 
our memory verse songs, and a link to our Spotify Play-
list.  We’re continuing to add to this resource, so please 
contact Rachel if you know of a resource that would 
be helpful to include.

December is full of opportunities to get involved as 
we anticipate and celebrate the arrival of our savior.  
Our St. Nicholas Service and Celebration will be held 
on Wednesday, December 5, beginning at 6pm in the 
chapel for a brief service and visit from St. Nicholas 
followed by fellowship and dinner catered by The 
Bear’s Den.  The fold-your-own mitre hats were such 
a hit last year that we’ll have youth helping kids make 
them again this year! 

Plans for our annual Christmas Eve Pageant are well 
underway.  If you have a child (2k-5th grade) who would 
like to participate in the pageant or a youth (6th-12th 
grades) who is willing to narrate, please reach out to 
Rachel (Rachel@ChristChurchMacon.com).  Children 
who are visiting for the holiday are also invited to par-
ticipate.

I’m praying for each of you as we head into the holi-
day season,

Rachel

Mark Your Calendars
St. Nicholas Service & Dinner 

Wednesday, December 3 
In Jones Chapel at 6pm

Christmas Pageant 
Wednesday, December 24 
In the Church at 4:30pm

KID MIN
RESOURCE

PAGE

KID MIN
RESOURCE

PAGE
linktree.com/ChristChurchKidMin
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Hope Westervelt
Director of Youth Ministry

YOUTH MINISTRY

We are looking forward to a wonderful Advent 
season as we close out this EYC calendar year! 

This month, we will start our season with Advent Prayer 
Stations to center ourselves for the season and will end 
the month with a fun Christmas Dinner outing and a 
Christmas Lock-In! It has been a blessing being with 
our youth this year and I am so excited for everything 

we have in store for 2026.
If you plan to attend our Christmas Lock-In and our 

Mountain Retreat, please be sure to use the QR codes 
below to register so you don’t miss out! If you have any 
questions, please reach out to Hope via phone or email 
(hope@christchurchmacon.com)
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      ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION

Whether you are new to your faith, or just looking 
to go deeper, new to the Episcopal Church or 

just wanting a brush up, there are two classes starting 
in January that may be of interest to you. 

The Inquirer’s Class is on Sunday mornings 9:30- 
10:15 in the parlor beginning January 11th. (The group 
will determine which Sundays not to meet based on 
the schedule of participants.) Based on the book, Walk 
in Love  Episcopal Beliefs and Practices, we focus more 
on the Episcopal way of living out our faith.

The Alpha Course is Wednesday nights 6:00-8:00 
beginning January 7th and including a shared meal 

each night. This course addresses general faith ques-
tions that are not specific to any denomination.  The 
Alpha course is a platform for learning and honest con-
versation around some of life’s biggest questions. The 
sessions are designed to provide an opportunity to 
share thoughts, ideas and opinions in a safe and caring 
environment while exploring topics of the faith such 
as prayer, how does God guide us, how do I read the 
Bible, and reconciling the question of evil in the world 
with a loving God to name just a few. 

To sign up for either one, please email Cynthia@
christchurchmacon.com or contact the church office. 

Opportunities to Grow in Your Faith

If you are looking for ways to donate some additional end-of-year money the following are things on our wish 
list that exceed the general operating budget. The list includes an estimate of the cost. Donations can be made 
in part or full. The vestments can have a label on the lining indicating a gift in memory or in honor of a loved one. 
•	 Red hangings for the pulpit and lectern, and a burse and veil (covers the chalice and paten on the altar) for 

use on Palm Sunday. Our current red set as the Holy Spirit symbol on these for Pentecost. (The chasuble and 
stoles don’t have these symbols so would work either way.) $1,800.

•	 Additional linens for Easter. $300.

•	 A set of green vestments in a green dupioni silk that would match the green in the stained-glass windows. 
(Green is used for much of the year.) The trimming would be a similar traditional tapestry to that of our fes-
tival vestments but in a different color. The total set would be about $2,800 but it could be broken down by 
piece.

•	 Upgrading internet in the Parish House, Harold House, and Chapel. (This is currently unreliable and spotty 
and is nonexistent in the chapel. Because of our thick walls in the old buildings, it requires some hardwiring.) 
Total $15,000.

•	 Additional gifts toward operating. (Our current budget is strained at our current level of staff and operating 
due in part to rising insurance costs.  Additional gifts would 
be necessary to hire a second fulltime priest when we are 
able to find one that is right for us.)

•	 Contributions toward any of our endowments or restricted 
funds. For more information on these see the rector or trea-
surer. This information is also available in the 1825 planned 
giving materials. 

We appreciate your faithfulness to Christ Church! 

Opportunities for Year-End Giving
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Retreat to
St. Barths
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Hygiene Bag
Service Project
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 Christ Church January–June 2026 Calendar
January

Sunday, January 4
8a–Epiphany Sunday 
9:30a–All in the Family
10:30a–Epiphany Sunday
Wednesday, January 7
Programming resumes following Christmas break
Sunday, January 11
9:30a–Inquirers Class begins 
9:30a–Regular Sunday School resumes
12p–Safeguarding God's Children training
Friday, January 16
Youth Winter Retreat departs
Monday, January 19
Parish Office closed for MLK Jr. Day
Youth Winter Retreat returns
Sunday, January 25
12p–Annual Meeting

February
Sunday, February 1
5:30p–Choral Evensong
Sunday, February 15
9:30a–All in the Family
Tuesday, February 17
6p–Shrove Tuesday Dinner
Wednesday, February 18
8a–Ash Wednesday service
12p–Ash Wednesday service
6p–Ash Wednesday service
Saturday, February 28
9a–Vestry Retreat

March
Sunday, March 1
5:30p–WSM Presents: Voices from Heaven

Sunday, March 8
Daylight Savings Time begins
5:30p–Young Family Supper Club
Tuesday, March 10
6p–Rooted
Saturday, March 21
Cherry Blossom Art Show
Church Tours
Sunday, March 22
Cherry Blossom Art Show
Church Tours
12p–Parish House Centennial Celebration
Monday, March 23
Cherry Blossom Art Show
Church Tours
Tuesday, March 24
Cherry Blossom Art Show
Church Tours
Sunday, March 29
8a–Palm Sunday service
9:30a–All in the Family
10:30a–Palm Sunday service

April
Thursday, April 2
12p–Maundy Thursday service
7p–Maundy Thursday service
Friday, April 3
12p–Good Friday service
Saturday, April 4
11:30a–Easter Egg Hunt
5p–Easter Vigil
Sunday, April 5
8a–Easter service
10:30a–Easter service
April 6–April 10
Parish Office closed
Saturday, April 18
5p–Confirmation Rehearsal & Dinner
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 Christ Church January–June 2026 Calendar
Sunday, April 19
9:30a–Bishop's Forum
10:30a–Confirmation service
5p–ECW party
Sunday, April 26
10:30a–Youth Sunday
Tuesday, April 28
6p–Rooted

May
Sunday, May 17
9:30a–Last day of Sunday School
9:30a–Children's Sunday School party
Wednesday, May 20
7p–Jazz on Walnut Street
Sunday, May 24
8a–Pentecost service
10:30a–Pentecost service

June
June 1–June 4
Vacation Bible School

Sunday
8a–Holy Eucharist (Spoken)
9:30a–Sunday School
10:30a–Holy Eucharist (With Music)
11a–Weekend Lunch
11:45a–Lemonade on the Lawn
4p–EYC

Wednesday
9a–Women's Bible Study
10:45a–Wise Women's Bible Study
12p–Holy Eucharist & Healing
5:30p–Choir School of Macon
6p–Alpha
8:45p–Compline on Facebook

Thursday
7:15a–Men's Bible Study
5:30p–Choir Rehearsal

Saturday
11a–Weekend Lunch

Normal Weekly Schedule
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All 
Saints

All 
Souls
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Stewardship 

Sunday

Christ 
the King



We challenge ourselves and the world to love like Jesus as we worship joyfully, serve compassionately, and grow spiritually. 14

Mr. Jonathan Alan Poe, M.Mus
Director of Music & Liturgy

http://www.walnutstreetmusic.org

MUSIC MINISTRY

Music, with its ability to weave together 
thoughts, feelings, and memories, is vital to 

our life as Christians and as humans. And this is 
never more true than it is during the seasons of Ad-
vent and Christmas. Hymns have a way of bringing 
together the complex theology of the Incarnation 
and the emotions of the holidays that moves us in 
profound ways.

The musical centerpiece of the Advent season 
here at Christ Church is the service of Advent Les-
sons and Carols. This service originated in England 
in the late 19th century and was popularized at the 
chapel of King's College in Cambridge. It uses al-
ternating Scripture readings and songs to explore 
the story of the Incarnation, from the yearning of 
the Jewish people for salvation, to the prophecies 
of the Messiah, to the birth of Christ. This service 
has since spread throughout the world and is a be-
loved part of the Anglican tradition of music and 
liturgy. The Christ Church Choir will be presenting 
our service of Lessons and Carols at 5:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, December 14.

On Christmas Eve, we will be holding our can-
dlelight Christmas service. Come at 9:45 p.m. for 
the Christmas on the Fisk organ recital and then 
stay at 10:00 p.m. for a Christmas service filled with 
Christmas carols, culminating in the candlelight 

singing of Silent Night. It is 
a beautiful way to begin 

the Christmas season 
and celebrate the 
birth of our Savior!

Music for Advent 
and Christmas
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	  WEEKEND LUNCH @ CHRIST CHURCH

Weekend Lunch 
Dr. Hal Brickle, Executive Director

director@weekendlunch.org (478) 200-1066 

For the website, click: www.weekendlunch.org

He who oppresses the poor taunts his Maker, but he 
who is gracious to the needy honors Him. 

In Jesus’ thinking, it is humility that enables us to live 
the kind of significant life that will make the world a 

better place. Jesus teaches His disciples that, if we seek 
true greatness in His kingdom, then we must find that 
greatness – not by being first, but by being last. Not by 
seeking to be masters – but by being servants of all.

Jesus encourages us to be ambitious – but ambitious 
for opportunities that will enable us to serve others – 
and this makes good common sense. Jesus has gifted 
us with another perspective, another way of looking at 
life and people. Each person is valuable to God and we 
should under- stand that others are always worth 

serving, whether we like 
them or not, whether 

they are important 
or not, and wheth-

er we like it or not. 
Jesus spoke of the 

importance of a child, and seemed to be saying, 
If anyone welcomes the poor, ordinary people, the 

people who have no influence and no wealth and no 
power, the people who need things done for them, he 

is welcoming me. He is welcoming God. 
Who do we need to serve at this time? Who might 

we need to put ourselves out for – perhaps even make 
big sacrifices for – that we might in so doing welcome 
Jesus, welcome God into our lives, into our communi-
ty, into our midst?

Weekend Lunch at Christ Church provides each of 
us opportunities in serving those least among us. We 
are always looking for volunteers to help in the many 
areas of making our ministry successful. If you, or 
someone you know, have an interest in providing basic 
needs to those less fortunate and hungry, contact Hal 
Brickle at 478-200-1066 or Director@WeekendLunch.
org. For more information check out our website at 
WeekendLunch.org

UPCOMING SERVICE DATES: NOVEMBER 22nd 
& DECEMBER 27th
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November 30 – December 6

Sunday, November 30: The 1st Sunday of Advent 
U8a | Holy Eucharist | Church 
9:30a | Journey into Advent | Great Hall 
U10:30a | Holy Eucharist  | Church 
After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn 
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel 
5p | High School EYC | El Sombrero

Tuesday, December 2 
6p | Seasoned Saints | Knapps' House

Wednesday, December 3 
9a | Women's Bible Study | Parlor 
10:45a | Wise Women's Bible Study | Cloister Room 
U12p | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church 
6p | St. Nicholas Service | Jones Chapel 
8:45p | Compline | Facebook

Thursday, December 4 
7:10a | Men's Bible Study | Cloister Room 
5:30p | Christ Church Choir | Church

Saturday, December 6 
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

December 7 – 13

Sunday, December 7: The 2nd Sunday of Advent 
U8a | Holy Eucharist | Church 
9:30a | Children's Sunday School | Parish House 
9:30a | Youth Sunday School | Youth Suite 
9:30a | Youth Confirmation Class | Youth Suite 
9:30a | Adult Sunday School | Cloister Room 
9:30a | Christ Church Choir | Church 
U10:30a | Holy Eucharist | Church 
After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn 
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel 
4p | EYC | Youth Suite

Monday, December 8 
6p | ECW Christmas Party | McNeill's House

Wednesday, December 10 
9a | Women's Bible Study | Parlor 
10:45a | Wise Women's Bible Study | Cloister Room 
U12p | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church 
5:30p | Choir School of Macon | Parish House 
6p | Alpha | Cloister Room 
8:45p | Compline | Facebook

Thursday, December 11 
7:10a | Men's Bible Study | Cloister Room 
5:30p | Christ Church Choir | Church 
6p | Vestry Christmas Party | Hills' House

Friday, December 12 
7a | EYC Breakfast | Chik-fil-A

Saturday, December 13 
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

December 14 – 20

Sunday, December 14: The 3rd Sunday of Advent 
U8a | Holy Eucharist | Church 
9:30a | Children's Sunday School | Parish House 
9:30a | Youth Sunday School | Youth Suite 
9:30a | Youth Confirmation Class | Youth Suite 
9:30a | Adult Sunday School | Cloister Room 
9:30a | Christ Church Choir | Church 
U10:30a | Holy Eucharist  | Church 
After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn 
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel 
5:30p | Advent Lessons & Carols | Church

Wednesday, December 17 
9a | Women's Advent Mini-Retreat | Knapps' Home 
U12p | Holy Eucharist & Healing | Church 
5:30p | Cookies & Carols | Great Hall 
8:45p | Compline | Facebook

Thursday, December 18 
7:10a | Men's Bible Study | Cloister Room 
U10a | Holy Eucharist | Carlyle Place 
5:30p | Christ Church Choir | Church

Saturday, December 20 
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel 

   

Weekly  CALENDAR of  EVENTS December 2025   
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4p | EYC Holly Jolly Lock-In | Parish House

December 21 – 27

Sunday, December 21: The 4th Sunday of Advent 
U8a | Holy Eucharist | Church 
9:30a | Christ Church Choir | Church 
U10:30a | Holy Eucharist | Church 
After 10:30 Service | Lemonade on the Lawn 
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

Wednesday, December 24 
4:30p | Christmas Pageant | Church 
9:45p | Christmas on the Fisk | Church 
10p | Christmas Eve Service | Church

Thursday, December 25: Christmas Day 
U10:30a | Holy Eucharist | Church 
Parish Office Closed

Saturday, December 27 
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

December 28 – January 3

Sunday, December 28: The 1st Sunday after Christmas 
U10:30a | Holy Eucharist  | Church 
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

Monday, December 29 
Parish Office Closed

Tuesday, December 30 
Parish Office Closed

Wednesday, December 31 
Parish Office Closed

Thursday, January 1 
Parish Office Closed

Saturday, January 3 
11a | Weekend Lunch | Jones Chapel

   

Weekly  CALENDAR of  EVENTS December 2025   

Merry 
Christmas
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Parish News

Christ Church
Weekend Lunch

Service Date
December 27

Two Christ Church Members Recognized at Annual Council

Two members of Christ Church 
were prominently featured in the 
program at this year's diocesan An-
nual Council on November 7–8 at 
the Cathedral of St. Philip in At-
lanta. First, Addison Henry, who is 
the Chair of the Diocesan Youth 
Commission, delivered the Youth 
Address at the Youth-Led Worship 
service Saturday morning. Video of 
that address can be found on our 
website and Facebook page. Sec-
ond, Elizabeth Benjamin received 
the Bishop’s Cross award in recog-
nition of her work within the dio-
cese, particularly through Appleton 
Episcopal Ministries.

Welcome the 
Newly Baptized:

Smith Mark Walker

Rooted: An Evening of Spirit & Song from November 4 in Jones Chapel. 
Join us for our spring Rooted services in 2026 on March 10 and April 28.
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Ministry of the Month

Bus Pass Ministry

The Bus Pass Ministry is a home-
grown ministry at Christ Church 
which has been formed in the past 
year to meet an emerging need in 
our community. As you can see 
from the map above, while there 
is a core of services and ministries 
serving the homeless downtown, 
many other needs such as grocer-
ies, medical care, Social Security, 
mental health treatment, and ad-
diction recovery, require miles of 
travel away from the downtown 
area. For example, the city’s prima-
ry homeless shelter, the Brookdale 
Resource Center, is located over 4 
miles from downtown area where 

other homeless services such as 
Daybreak, Loaves & Fishes, Week-
end Lunch, and Macon Outreach 
are located.  For those without ac-
cess to a car, this can be an insur-
mountable obstacle. It is also a sig-
nificant challenge to those trying 
to get to jobs, interviews, and to 
report for parole and probation.

To meet this need, Christ Church 
began giving out 4-ride bus passes 
to those who come to the church 
in need of transportation. One pass 
can be purchased from MTA for 
$5. The demand grew very quickly 
and, to make our budget last, we 
had to limit passes to one pass per 

person per week with a maximum 
of 25 persons per week. We begin 
distributing passes at 9:00 AM on 
Monday mornings as all 25 are usu-
ally gone by 9:30. 

With your generous support, we 
hope to be able to continue and 
expand this important ministry in 
2026. In addition to bus passes, we 
are also able to distribute snacks, 
cold water in the summers, and hot 
coffee in the winters. As a down-
town church, the need around us is 
very great and we are grateful that 
your support allows us to minister 
to those who come to the church 
for help.




