
The  CHIMES
May 2021

IN THIS  ISSUE

Bible Studies 2

Women’s Quiet Day 2

Garden Party 2

Music Ministry  3

Weekend Lunch  4

Ministry of the Month  5

Episcopal Youth Community  6

Alpha Marriage Course 7

Saying Goodby to Zac 7

Lemonade on the Lawn 7

CHRIST CHURCH |  MACON, GA christchurchmacon.com

Growing by God’s Grace as a Family of Faith, Fellowship & Ministry



2

BiBle StudieS

EARLY MORNING WOMEN’S STUDY
Meets each Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 
Ellen Murphy | 120 Surrey Lane
All women are welcome!

WISE WOMEN’S STUDY
Meets each Wednesday at 10:45 a.m. 
Eleanor Bishop | 5025 Tucker Ridge
All women are welcome!

Garden Party

May 23, 2021 at 5:00 P.M.
Hosted by Lane & Tim Sheridan 

2727 Ingleside Avenue

All adult members of Christ Church are welcome.
Parking at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
(transportation available via golf cart as needed)

Registration is required.  
Register online via church website or 

call Katherine Coleman at (478) 200-1067.

WOMEN’S QUIET DAY
Wednesday, May 12 at 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Home of Ellen Murphy | 120 Surrey Lane 
(inclement weather loctation at the home of Eleanor Bishop)

Schedule: Bible study, quiet reflection in the woodland garden 
or taking a walk, and then return for discussion. We will end our 
time together with lunch. This study is independent from other 
studies and all women are welcome.

Registration is required. Email Cynthia to register.



3

In Memoriam: John Francis Willingham
The Deagan Tower Chimes at Christ Church

In 1923, the Centennial of Macon, Christ Church made the historical and lasting investment in a 
Deagan Tower Chimes System. These beautiful chimes stand proud on the tower level behind the 
patinated copper louvres. Sadly, they are mostly unheard unless manually activated by the existing 
keyboard beside our Fisk organ. This restoration project will add the capability for them to be heard 
throughout the community every quarter-hour by tolling the familiar Westminster tune and chiming 
the hour. In addition to the Westminster Chiming Device we will be installing a 1920’s era roll player 
system allowing for additional hymns and peals to be played automatically.

On March 21, 2013, John Willingham wrote the following in his report to the Vestry of Christ Church.

“The J. C. Deagan Company of Chicago built 440 tower chimes systems between 1917 
and 1958. Of the approximately 100 still operating, Christ Church is the only Episcopal 
Church in Georgia to house such an instrument. The chimes are an important part of the 
historic preservation of Christ Church, and in the future the church should consider a 
complete restoration.”

In consultation with Jane Willingham, and Cynthia, I am delighted to announce that this restoration 
project will be dedicated to the glory of God and in loving memory of John Francis Willingham. If you 
would like to contribute to this lasting legacy please contact Katherine Coleman at (478) 200-1067. 

If you are interested in learning more about this magnificent instrument, and the full restoration project, 
please contact Jonathan Poe at (478) 200-1062.

Soli Deo gloria,
Jonathan Alan Poe, Director of Music & Liturgy

MuSic MiniStry

“I have heard sweet Chimes a-ringing, 
Down the lanes of memory, 

heard them calling, heard them singing, 
In the days that used to be. 

But the sweetest, purest, clearest 
Bringing Angel faces nearest, 
Making life divinest, dearest. 

Are the Old Church Chimes to me.” 
—from The Memorial Sublime
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Weekend lunch

love each other aS i have loved you...

The point of spiritual life is not knowledge, but obedience. The goal is not that we know Jesus’s com-
mands, but that we do Jesus’s commands, that we obey Jesus’s commands.

Why is obedience so vital to God? It’s simple. Obedience to God shows our love for God. If I truly love 
God, then I will want to please him. I’ll want to obey him. It won’t be drudgery but a delight. If you 
love someone who is an equal, a fellow human being, then that love will always be expressed through 
servanthood. We will want to serve that person and meet their needs if we can. It’s just natural. But 
when it comes to loving God, someone who is above us, then that love will always be expressed in obe-
dience. It’s just natural. We will want to please God. This does not mean that obedience is easy—some 
of God’s commands are tough. But our deepest heart is to obey God, even when it is neither convenient 
nor comfortable. Now here’s the good part. When we obey God, when our settled attitude is to obey 
him no matter what, what happens? Jesus gives us stunning promises: The Father will love us. Jesus will 
love us. Jesus will show himself to us.

But wait a minute. Doesn’t God already love us? Yes, he does. He loves us perfectly. Infinitely. Uncon-
ditionally. But God holds in his heart a special tenderness, a special closeness, a special intimacy for his 
children who long to please him.  A.W. Tozer put it well when he purportedly said, “God doesn’t have 
favorites, but he does have intimates.” God’s intimates are those who obey him because they love him. 
The Father pours out his Spirit on those who obey. The Father pours out his Love on those who obey. 
The Father Draws Close to those who obey. The Father reveals himself to those who obey. There is a road 
that leads into the very heart of God. Only those who obey God, only those who lovingly obey God, 
will travel that road.

“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” ~ John 15:12”

Jesus loves us in an extraordinary, incredible way. It’s up to us to take the love we receive from him, and 
find ways to bring that love and goodwill into your community. Through Christ Church’s Weekend 
Lunch Ministry, we hope to continue spreading His message of love out into the community to those 
who are hungry and less fortunate.  

Hal Brickle, Director of Weekend Lunch

For more information about Weekend Lunch, check out our website at https://www.christchurchmacon.com/weekend-
lunch/ or contact Hal Brickle at weekendlunch@christchurchmacon.com to learn how you can get more involved in our 
ministry.
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MiniStry of the Month

Book ‘Em is a local 501(c)(3) corporation which partners with the Macon-
Bibb County Sheriff’s Office to deliver books to children/youth in our 
community who might otherwise have none. Christ Church parishioner 
Katie Powers serves as its executive director. 

To date, Book ‘Em has delivered over 25,000 brand-new books, to children/
youth in Macon-Bibb County. All five of the Sheriff’s Patrol Districts have 
received books for deputies to distribute to children they encounter on 
patrol. This helps to foster a positive relationship between our local law 
enforcement officers and the community.

Every dollar donated goes toward the purchase of books. Book ‘Em can purchase one brand-new book to 
give to a child in our community through partnerships with First Book and Scholastic Literacy Partners 
for an average cost of $2.50 per book. Donations can be made via maconbookem.org or by sending a 
check to Book ‘Em at 3557 Vineville Avenue, Macon, 31204.

Why is this so important? Over 43% of all children in Macon-Bibb are growing up in poverty. 
Most of these children have very few, if any, books in their homes. Consider this statistic: in low-
income neighborhoods there is approximately one book for every 300 children. In middle income 
neighborhoods there are approximately 13 books per child in each household. Access to books is 
fundamental to developing reading skills. Studies confirm that the number of books in the home directly 
affects reading achievement levels. Perhaps the most disturbing fact of all is that many municipalities 
plan the number of jail cells needed in the future by the percentage of students in their schools who 
cannot read fluently by the end of their 3rd grade year.

For more information about Book ‘Em or to make an online donation, visit: maconbookem.org
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ePiScoPal youth coMMunity

We are excited for the opportunity to send a group of our youth to Passport once again this summer for 
a mission trip. July 19-24 | Furman University  in Greenville, SC

May 9:
• No Youth Activities

May 16:
• We will celebrate our graduates during the 

10:00 a.m. service. High school Graduates and 
family are encouraged to register ASAP for the 
service.

• In-person Sunday School for all Youth at 11 
a.m. in the Youth Room.

• EYC Gathering for 6-7th grade youth at the 
church from 5-6 p.m.

May 23:
• In-person Sunday School for all Youth at 11 

a.m. in the Youth Room
• EYC Gathering for 10-12th Grade youth at the 

church from 5-6 p.m.

May 30:
• No EYC Activities

Sunday Schedule
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We have begun a marriage course developed by Holy Trinity Brompton via Zoom which began Monday, 
April 26 at 7:00 p.m. This course is for partners who want to strengthen their marriage, revitalize a 
struggling marriage, or those who are preparing for marriage. This course has seven sessions covering:

April 26: Building Strong Foundations
May 3: The Art of Communication
May 10: Resolving Conflict
May 24: The Power of Forgiveness
May 31: The Impact of Family Past and Present
June 14: Good Sex
June 21: Love in Action

If you have missed any of the previously scheduled meetings, they can be readministered at any time.

Sensitive discussions occur privately between partners when audio/video is muted. No personal information 
will be shared with the group. The talks are led by Nicky and Sila Lee at Holy Trinity and examples are 
given by couch couples sharing their own stories. Participants are encouraged to set it up as a in-home 
“date night” and are welcome to eat dinner while they are on zoom.

The guest manual can be obtained online at Amazon.com or by clicking here. Please plan to have a copy 
for each partner to use in discussions.

The course is facilitated by the Rev. Cynthia Knapp and participants can sign up by emailing her at 
cynthia@christchurchmacon.com.

alPha MarriaGe courSe

SayinG GoodBye to Zac neuBauer

SundaeS on Saturday
Saturday, May 22, 2–4 p.m. | Home of Mary Allison and Reg Buzzell, 416 Lamar Drive
Please drop by to wish the Neubauers farewell! For more information contact Helen Stewart at 
(478)731-8971 or helenstewartgigi@gmail.com.

leMonade on the laWn
Sunday, May 30, after the 10 a.m. Eucharist
Come out and say farewell to the Neubauers. We will serve lemonade and homemade cookies.

financial Gift
Due by: Monday, May 24
If you would like to give Zac an honorarium, then please mail your check made payable to Zac Neubauer 
to the church office. The checks will be presented to Zac on May 30 at Lemonade on the Lawn.
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