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“Growing by God’s Grace as a Family of Faith, Fellowship, and Ministry”

The Second Sunday of eaSTer
april 11, 2021 | 8 & 10 am

Diocesan Purpose Statement

“We challenge ourselves and the world to love like Jesus 
as we worship joyfully, serve compassionately, and grow spiritually.”



The enTrance riTe
As we enter the nave, let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship to God.

organ VolunTary: Christ lag in Todesbanden, BWV 625 J. S. Bach (1685–1750)

hymn (10 am) 
This joyful Eastertide, 
away with sin and sorrow! 
My Love, the Crucified, 
hath sprung to life this morrow.

Had Christ, that once was slain, 
ne’er burst his three-day prison, 
our faith had been in vain; 
but now is Christ arisen.

Welcome  

The liTurgy of The Word
The opening acclamaTion Book of Common Prayer, p. 355

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

The collecT for puriTy 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
 receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.



SaluTaTion and collecT of The day 
The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant 
of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body 
may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The firST leSSon Acts 4:32-35
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 
With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many 
as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid 
it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gradual Psalm 133
1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, * 

when brethren live together in unity!
2 It is like fine oil upon the head * 

that runs down upon the beard,

3 Upon the beard of Aaron, * 
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.

4 It is like the dew of Hermon * 
that falls upon the hills of Zion.

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing: * 
life for evermore.



The epiSTle 1 John 1:1-2:2
A Reading from the First Letter of John.
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word 
of life-- this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 
eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us-- we declare to you what we 
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our 
joy may be complete.
This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 
in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are 
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he 
himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us.
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

hymn aT The Sequence (10 am) 
I want to walk as a child of the light.
I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world.
The star of my life is Jesus.
In him there is no darkness at all. 
The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.



The holy goSpel John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, 
"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe."
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and 
put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my 
God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have come to believe."
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon Rev. Steve Ayers



The nicene creed BCP, p. 358
We believe in one God,
 the Father, the Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
 the only Son of God,
 eternally begotten of the Father,
 God from God, Light from Light,
 true God from true God,
 begotten, not made,
 of one Being with the Father.
 Through him all things were made.
 For us and for our salvation
  he came down from heaven:
 by the power of the Holy Spirit
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
  and was made man.
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
  he suffered death and was buried.
 On the third day he rose again
  in accordance with the Scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
  and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
 He has spoken through the Prophets.
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The prayerS of The people: form iV BCP, p. 388
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.



Silence
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 
we may honor one another and serve the common good.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit;, especially those on our 
parish prayer list: Amanda, Ashley, Bailey, Brandy, Candy, Charlie, Christy, Crawford, 
Elizabeth, Gary, George, Helen, Herklee, Hunter, Jay, Jayne, Jennifer, Libby, Linda, 
Kelly, Kice, Malcolm, Margaret, Mary Louise, Matthew, Melanie, Nancy, Pammy, Pat, 
Pete, Peter, Ray, Rob, Sadia, and Sandy. Give them courage and hope in their troubles, 
and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Please add your own prayers either silently or aloud.



concluding collecT 
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 
prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The peace 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The holy communion
offerTory SenTence

O Lord our God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power; because you have 
created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.

hymn aT The offerTory (10 am) 
At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
praise to our victorious King, 
who hath washed us in the tide 
flowing from his piercèd side; 

praise we him, whose love divine 
gives his sacred Blood for wine, 
gives his Body for the feast, 
Christ the victim, Christ the priest.

The greaT ThankSgiVing BCP, p. 361
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life 
again he has won for us everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



The SancTuS 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile 
us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

The memorial acclamaTion 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
AMEN.



The lord’S prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
 and the power, and the glory,
 forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of The Bread 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

inViTaTion To holy communion 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

anThem during communion (10 am) R. S. Thatcher
 Nicholas Spooner, tenor
Come, ye faithful, raise the strain of triumphant gladness; 
God hath brought his Israel into joy from sadness; 
'Tis the spring of souls today, Christ hath burst his prison, 
And from three days sleep in death as a sun hath risen.
Now the queen of seasons, bright with day of splendour, 
With the royal feast of feasts, comes its joys to render; 
Comes to glad Jerusalem, who with true affection 
Welcomes in unwearied strains Jesu's resurrection.
Neither might the gates of death, not the tomb's dark portal, 
Nor the watchers, nor the seal, hold thee as a mortal; 
But today amidst the twelve thou didst stand, 
bestowing That thy peace which evermore passeth human knowing.



The poST-communion prayer BCP, p. 365
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The BleSSing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect 
in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

hymn (10 am) 
Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness, 
wake your noblest, sweetest strain, 
with the praises of your Savior 
let his house resound again; 
him let all your music honor, 
and your songs exalt his reign.

The diSmiSSal

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

organ VolunTary: Choral Prelude on “Miles Lane” Alec Rowley (1892–1958)
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