
 

 It is a common 
question in the South. Right 
after we meet someone new, 
it rolls off the tongue. We 
might ask where someone 
lives, where they work, or 
what family they come from, 
but in the Bible-belt South, 

easily in the top five questions is ... "Where do you go to 
church?" I have even heard in Macon that "everybody 
who is somebody" goes to one of five large, local 
churches. There is no need to debate which five, but 
Christ Church is typically in that list. It often makes me 
wonder about all the "somebodies" that go to the many 
other local churches. After all, Macon has one of the 
highest per capita ratios of churches to people. There is 
one on every corner! 

 But what are we really asking when we 
wonder "Where do you go to church?" I believe it is a 
question of identity. It is our nature to stereotype. We 
try to create order out of chaos. It is easy to place people 
into neat little boxes based on denomination, or even 
congregation. "Oh, you go to (fill in any church)." We 
believe we know all about that person by the company 
they keep. Sometimes this can be an accurate account 
of who someone is, what they believe, or what is 
important to them. 

 However, "going" to a particular church may 
only imply attendance. All one has to do to "go" to a 
particular church is get up on Sunday morning, dress 
appropriately, and wander through the doors. "Going" 
to church may just be a statement of habit. All we can 
be sure of a person "going" to a particular church is that 
they happen to take up space in a seat, breathe the same 
air as those around them, and survive to perhaps attend 
again another day. 

 We expect "going" to church to mean 
something different. Perhaps we should be more 
accurate with our words. In answering the question, 

maybe we should say "I am a member of Christ 
Church." We could answer "I worship and participate 
in the Christ Church community." We could even 
answer "I am a part of Christ Church", taking seriously 
our place in the Body of Christ. Or even better, "I belong 
to Christ Church." All of these may hit closer to the 
truth. Christ Church is a community of Christians who 
worship, fellowship, learn, serve, and live together. 

 Christ Church is in transition, and has been 
since it began in 1825. We have gone through many 
transitions; many changes in clergy and membership. 
Our mission to follow God as revealed through Jesus 
Christ stays the same. This Fall, the opportunities to be 
a part of Christ Church are numerous. New worship 
opportunities abound, such as the Daily Office prayed 
Monday through Friday in Jones Chapel. Various 
training classes for worship and service invite us all to 
find where God is calling us to participate. The youth 
have vital plans to form our young people in 
community. Our children are participating in God's 
story in Godly Play. The Vestry is calling for revitalized 
ministry teams and inviting all to share our gifts. The 
coffee pot is waiting for us to gather round between 
services to know and love each other more deeply. Our 
pews are waiting for your friends and neighbors to 
discover what God is doing with these people in this 
place. Our community and the world are crying out for 
our presence and participation in furthering God's 
kingdom. We understand God's creation to be good 
and valuable, and that includes every soul we 
encounter. 

 You are valuable. You share in God's grace 
and promise. You have been called to Christ Church: to 
be a part, to participate, to belong. So, how will you 
answer ... "Where do you go to church?" 

        Bryan Hinson+ 
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The Episcopal youth Community 

EYC ACTION DAYS 
 
WEEKEND LUNCH (JONES CHAPEL) 
Saturday/Sunday. August 1 & 2 
10 am – 1 pm 
 
PRAYER BREAKFAST RESUMES 
Thursday, August 6 
6:30 am 
Chick-Fil-A on Zebulon Road 
 
RETURN TO WILD ADVENTURE AMUSEMENT PARK 
Saturday, August 8 
8:30 am from Amstar 
6:00 pm Pickup from Amstar 
Cost: No admission for those who earned a ticket during Youth Week. Others, $30. All 
need to bring money for food, beverages, etc. in the park. Registration Link:   
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044ea8a62caafb6-return 
 
JONATHAN MYRICK DANIELS PILGRIMAGE TO HAYNEVILLE, AL 
Saturday, August 15 
$20 bus ride - $10 meal 
Call 478.745.0427 to reserve a seat. Spaces limited. 
 
MESSY OLYMPICS/FAREWELL TO CHASE 
Sunday, August 16 
5:30-8:00 pm 
 
PRAYER BREAKFAST AT JITTERY JOE’S RESUMES  
Tuesday, August 18 – 7:00 am 
 
DIOCESAN YOUTH DAY RETREAT AT ALL SAINTS ATLANTA 
Saturday, August 29 
8:00 am Depart Amstar 
7:00 pm Pickup Amstar 
All Saints Church, Atlanta 
No charge to students 
 
ACOLYTE TRAINING 
Sunday, August 30 
A training for all acolytes will be held in the nave beginning at 9:30 am.  Donuts will be 
served.  ALL acolytes who serve at the 11:00 service, including 5th graders who serve with 
their siblings, are required to attend this training.  Parents of acolytes are also welcome, as 
we will be discussing attendance and finding substitutes. 

 
NIGHT OF JOY 
Saturday – Sunday, September 12-13, 2015 
8:00 am – 8:00 am 
Cost: $125.00 per person includes… round/trip charter bus fare, admission to Magic King-
dom for Night of Joy, snacks to and from Orlando, picnic lunch at Florida Welcome Cen-
ter, and light breakfast on return trip. 
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Annual Jonathan MyricK Daniels Pilgrimage, Hayneville, AL 

On August 20, 1965, while working to help register African Americans to vote, Jonathan 
Myrick Daniels, was murdered in Hayneville, Alabama.  He was a white Episcopal semi-
narian at the Episcopal Theology School (ETS) in Cambridge, Massachusetts. While 
there he, along with other students of ETS, became active in the Civil Rights movement. 
Joining others from around the country, he marched at Selma and was called to continue 
to serve in Alabama advocating for African American’s right to vote.  
 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of Jon’s martyrdom. 
 
For further information see the article on the website of The Episcopal Diocese of Atlan-
ta. https://www.episcopalatlanta.org/Resources/Dismantling-Racism/Jonathan-Daniels-
Pilgrimage/ 
 
The Episcopal churches of the Macon Convocation are invited to join this historic event 
in the life of the church. 
 
A 47 passenger bus has been reserved for the trip to Hayneville. It will leave Christ 
Church, 582 Walnut St., Macon, at 7:00 am on Saturday, August 15, 2015. The cost is $20 
per person for the bus. The estimated time for returning to Macon is 7:00 pm.  
 
A box lunch is available for $10. Either a Veggie Hoagie or a Club Hoagie with slaw, 
chips, cookie, pickle, and drink will be available. Please have cash available to pay for 
your lunch at registration. All Saints Episcopal Church, Montgomery, Alabama will host 
those who gather for lunch. The Rev. Matthew Crunfield is rector. 
 
The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop Elect, will preach at the Eucharist follow-
ing the pilgrimage. 
 
If you would like to join others from around the Macon Convocation please notify the 
parish office to secure space on the bus and to choose your box lunch. Remember to take 
$10 cash to pay for your box lunch on the day of the pilgrimage. 
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The Clergy Deputy’s Report from General Convention 

 I want to let you all know how honored I am to have been elected clergy deputy to 
represent the part we play as the Diocese of Atlanta in the work, ministry, and voice for the 
wider Church and the world at the 78th General Convention of the Episcopal Church (GC).  I 
am truly grateful and blessed!  

 I had plans of sending out a daily or at least, a frequent blogs form the legislative and 
committee floors.  Plus, I was going to send some updates on news, events, and happenings.  
Well, we all know what they say about best laid plans.  After arriving in Salt Lake City, I ex-
perienced one technical difficulty after another.  This is historically the first completely elec-
tronic GC.  However, electronic limits were placed on our assigned pads.  I should have just 
packed my laptop and generated some reports the old fashion way from created documents.  
Come to think of it, I don’t think I would have found the time to post anything.  This was my 
first convention to serve on a committee (Social Justice and International Affairs –C07).  My 

daily schedule started out with a committee meeting around 7 a.m.  That was followed with legislative sessions throughout 
the day (fitting in a lunch).  Then, I headed off to more committee meetings and late dinners.  Needless to say, I was extremely 
tired when I returned to Macon.  I did nothing but sleep for a few days.   However, I am sure my fabulous friend and travel 
companion, Kate Long was none the worse for wear; youth.  

 Looking back, I can see how life could have been so busy.  We had an historical year!  A report from the Episcopal 
News Services sums it up with: ‘The 78th General Convention, in a series of historic moments, elected the first African-
American presiding bishop; approved marriage equality for all Episcopalians; adopted a budget that emphasizes racial recon-
ciliation and evangelism; endorsed the study of fossil fuel divestment; opposed divestment in Israel, Palestine; and made some 
significant changes to the church’s governance.’  You can check out detailed reports on the website for the Episcopal News 
Service or at: http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2015/07/07/general-convention-wrap-up-historic-actions-structural-
changes/ 

 My personal summary follows what our Presiding Bishop Elect, Bishop Michael Curry.  He referred in his sermon that 
we are part of a “Jesus Movement”!  During the early mornings in my hotel room, I took advantage of a little quiet time to just 
sit in my club chair and face out toward the view of the mountains.  In that quiet time during my daily devotions, I reflected 
on the previous day, what may lie ahead for the day and prayed for guidance in my deliberations and in whom will I see Jesus 
today.   A Gospel passage from one of the Eucharistic services kept coming back to me; Luke 4:14-21, ‘The Prophetic Messiah’.  
It seems to be a simple passage where Jesus proclaims to be the prophet fulfilled in the book of Isaiah.  Luke places this action 
at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry to frame out the subsequent nature of his work.  That being said, I believe the work we 

lived through at GC, as well as the work we 
share in the church, is an extension of today’s 
Jesus Movement.  After attending GC, I am 
charged with the Gospel to spread the Good 
News to the poor and liberate those in captiv-
ity! I look forward to personally sharing with 
each of you what that may look like for me and 
our church family.  So, feel free to check in with 
me, should you have any questions about GC or 
just want to chat.   

Grace and Peace,  
Rev. Arthur W. Villarreal 

Clergy Deputy, Deacon Christ Church Macon  

http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2015/07/07/general-convention-wrap-up-historic-actions-structural-changes/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/2015/07/07/general-convention-wrap-up-historic-actions-structural-changes/
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Prayer 

requests 

Ann, Bailey, Beth, Beverly, 

Bill,  Bill, Carmen,  

Carolyn, Cloyd, Connie, 

Crawford, David, Doris, 

Doris, Etta Reese, George, 

George, Hazel, Hughes, 

Jeffery,  Lynn, Malinda, 

Molly, Nina, Russ, Scott, 

Sparky, Susan, Todd, Alan, 

Callie, Doris, Ed, Ernest, 

Maddox, Margaret, Mary-

Elizabeth, Ruby, Sean, & 

Suzanne. 

 

 

We pray for all those who 

serve in the military 

especially, Austin, Charlie, 

George, Owen & Terry. 
 

 At the end of June and beginning of August, I attended 
our national Episcopal Church’s 78th General Convention, host-
ed in Salt Lake City Utah. It was the farthest west I have ever 
traveled and the most intense ten days I have ever spent. I was 
sent by the Diocese of Atlanta as the Official Young Adult Dele-
gate (not to be confused with the Official Youth Presence that 
had seat and voice on the floor of the House of Deputies). Every 
conversation had the chance to become an amazing connection, a 
learning experience, a good photo-op, a creative outlet, a sound-
board to problem-solve, and a moment with God.  

 I was blessed to dine with Presiding Bishop Katharine 
and Gay Jennings, President of the House of Deputies, and our 
Bishops Rob Wright and Keith Whitmore. But I was also 
blessed with chance meals with complete strangers like the 
Dean of Candler School of Theology, Executive Council Member 
Julia Harris, new friends Anna, Noah, Chris, and Allie from Ohio, George, Lexy, Amy, 
Wiley from Florida, Ryan Kenji from Chicago, my roommate Gabi from Savannah, and 
many others that I never expected; those were the meals where my heart’s passion for 
young adult ministry and issues we face like racism, sexuality, alcohol/drug abuse, and 
discernment were able to be discussed at length. The true beauty of these moments was 
not only the creative, critical analysis that blossomed, but that God was always in the 
midst of them.  

 A phenomenal visual came to me one morning when I took a tram 11,000 feet 
above sea level on the Wassatch Mountain Range of the Rocky Mountains. I could see 
Salt Lake City in the valley below the peak I was on and understood why “mountain top” 
experiences give great insight; they separate you from the grounded, practical action and 
bringing you to God to see the big picture.   

 Christ Church has truly raised me in a beloved community were we continually 
talk about creating internationality. Deacon Arthur Villarreal became a close comrade as 
we navigated how issues impacted us in the Diocese of Atlanta. As we gathered in the 
hotel lobby one evening for a day’s reflection, we acknowledged the significant role 
Christ Church does play and even larger field of impact it could have on the Middle 
Georgia area. I implore us to begin stepping outside our comfort zones which begins by 
having a conversation internally on how we present ourselves. We truly have compas-
sionate hearts with resources that could find long term solutions to problems the rest of 
our area wishes to ignore.  

 I am beyond grateful for my home parish. You sent me on my first youth event 
that changed my life and have continued sending me out into the world. So I believe it is 
my calling to report to you my findings. I hope to answer any questions you have person-
ally and would love to tell you more about the ideas surrounding young adult ministry 
locally, throughout our diocese, nationally, and internationally.  

 The Diocese of Young Adults engaged me to write a blog every day or so during 
my experience. It can be found at www.eycdioatl.org/daya-blog  

 I also encourage you to click on the EYC Blog and read the amazing thoughts 

from youth around our diocese. Thank you for your love and prayers! 

 

Kate Long  
Official Young Adult Delegate 

Young Adult Report from General Convention 

http://www.eycdioatl.org/daya-blog
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Music Ministry: Make a joyful noise to the Lord! 

 

 

We are all ministers of music because we share and participate in the beauty and inspiration music provides 
for our worship services.  Together let us sing our faith in praise to God. 

 
Music during the 10:30 liturgy in the month of August 
 
02 – Special music by Jonathan Poe, organist 
 
09 – Susan Pavoni, soprano, will sing the Pie Jesu from Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem and César Franck’s Panis angelicus. 
 
16 – Ruby Stillions, soprano, and Jonathan Poe, baritone, will sing duets (“Be thou my vision by Bob Chilcott and 
“A Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester” by L.J. White). 
 
23 – A small ensemble will sing motets including “Verily, verily, I say unto you” by the English Renaissance com-
poser, Thomas Tallis. 
 
30 – A small ensemble will sing “Give Almes of thy Goods” by Christopher Tye. 
 

 

Consider joining the Christ Church Choir 
We welcome new members! 

Our first rehearsal for the fall is Wednesday, September 9 at 5:15 pm in the Choir Room. 
Please note the change in day and time. 

Sunday rehearsal at 10:00 in the nave. 
The Christ Church Choir will resume singing for the 11:00 liturgy beginning on 

Sunday, September 13. 
 

About the CC Choir 
We rehearse at 5:15 every Wednesday evening (prior to “Wonderful Wednesdays”) from September through May and 
sing for the 11:00 service on Sundays.  We also sing for all feast days as well as Evensong. 
 

Events for the Fall 
CHORAL EVENSONG for ALL SAINTS’ DAY – November 1 at 5:00 pm (Choir rehearsal at 3:30) Evensong is one 
of the great treasures of the Anglican tradition.  Please join us for this beautiful service as we remember those who 
have gone before us. 
ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS - Sunday, December 13 at 11:00 am 
CHRISTMAS EVE - December 24 at 11:00 pm (Special music for choir and organ beginning at 10:30 pm) 
 

 
Music is fun and is a great way to live your faith! 

If you are interested in joining the CC Choir or would like to play an instrument during a service sometime, please 
contact Jack Mitchener, Organist/Choirmaster (jack@christchurchmacon.com). 
    

When in our music God is glorified, and adoration leaves no room for pride,  
It is as though the whole creation cried Alleluia! 

mailto:jack@christchurchmacon.com
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE FALL 
KICKOFF EVENT! Sunday, September 13 marks the 
beginning of the new church school year.  Classes for 
children will start on this day.  Adults are invited to 
come to the Great Hall to enjoy fellowship and a 
festive brunch, as well as descriptions of upcoming 
Christian formation classes for them and an update 
from our Rector Search Committee.  There will also 
be information about other parish activities, with a 
particular emphasis on how to get more involved at 
Christ Church if you are a newcomer.      
             
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND: WONDERFUL 
WEDNESDAY! We are excited to announce that 
‘Wonderful Wednesday’ will be restarting at Christ 
Church on September 16. Paul Harpin, chef and 
owner of Harpin’s Restaurant, will provide dinner at 
6:15 in the Great Hall for $5 per person (ages two 
and under eat free). Before dinner, the choir will 
practice at 5:15 and Evening Prayer in Jones Chapel 
at 5:30. After dinner, we will have programming for 
children, youth, and adults. Please join us for what is 
sure to be a wonderful time! 

Christ Church has a new pastoral care emergency phone number: (478) 420-0738.  In the event of an 
emergency, such as a trip to the emergency room, this number can be called any time 24 hours a day to reach the Christ 
Church "On-Call Priest".  


