
 

D ear Christ Church Family, 

     We are thrilled to be coming to Macon to become a 

part of the parish family at Christ Church. I have received 

wonderfully welcoming notes from many of you and we so enjoyed 

everyone we met in our earlier visit. It is the character of the people 

that drew us to Christ Church in the first place. We look forward to 

getting to know you and to making Macon our home. My first Sunday 

with you will be September 25th. We would have loved to come 

sooner but wanted to be sure to give my current parish the time to be 

ready to move forward in strength after I leave.  

     My husband, Chet, will be joining me in Macon as soon as our house is sold. We are 

praying that is soon! We have 3 grown children who you will meet at a later time. David is 

25 years old, out of college, and is still torn between the idea of following us to Macon and 

staying in Connecticut where most of his friends and contacts are. Liane, 23, has just moved 

to Nashville where she will be working on breaking into the music industry. She was a 

music major at Miami of Ohio and is looking forward to focusing on her career as a 

composer/ arranger and singer. Laura is turning 20 and is currently in Australia doing a 

semester abroad in Cairns and diving the Great Barrier Reef. She is a junior at Davidson 

College. There is quite a bit of transition in the Knapp family at this point and we are 

trusting in the knowledge that God is good and works for good for those who love Him and 

are called according to His purpose! 

     I have been in conversation with Joseph and Julia to be in the loop in fall planning and 

look forward to getting to know all of you once we arrive in Macon. In response to your 

interest expressed in the survey this summer, I will be teaching a series on prayer this fall. I 

also look forward to engaging in studying the Word with you as we seek to go deeper in 

faith. I am excited about what is ahead as we move forward together in our walk with the 

Lord and in serving him together in ministry at Christ Church.  

Blessings, 

The Rev. Cynthia Knapp 
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Children’s Ministry 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
Sunday, September 11, @ 9 and 11 a.m. 

  

All children and youth are invited to bring backpacks or book bags that 
they will be using during the new school year for a special blessing at 
church on Sunday, September 11.  The blessing will take place during the 
announcement time at both the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services.   
  

 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF (CHILDREN) 
Sunday, September 11, 10 a.m.   

 

Children in grades 2K-K will meet in their regular classrooms to 
begin a new year of storytelling, worship, and creative play.  Chil-
dren in grades 1-5 are invited to come to the Cloister Room for an 
interactive Bible story, followed by games (including the chance 
to walk a slack line) and a special snack in the Memorial Garden.     

 

 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS KICKOFF 

Wednesday, September 28, 5-7 p.m.   
 

Join us for Bobbing for Appleton:  A Fall Festival Benefit-
ting Appleton Episcopal Ministries.  We’ll have all sorts of 
carnival games and concessions, plus face painting, a mini 
pumpkin painting contest, pony rides, a photo booth, and, of 
course, bobbing for apples.  Dinner will include corn dogs, 
fried chicken, macaroni and cheese, green beans, and cole 
slaw.  Cost is $10 per adult, $5 per child, with a cap of $30 
per family.  Please call or email the church office by Sep-
tember 25 if you plan to attend.   

 
 
My family and I are so grateful for the heartwarming cele-
bration and farewell on my last Sunday. The generous gifts 
and your endless support are humbling. We know your love 
and prayers continue, as do ours for all of you and Christ 
Church. We will carry you all in our hearts into this new 
journey. Thank you! 

       Bryan+ 
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Episcopal Youth Community 

 Welcome back to school everyone! Know that you are in my thoughts and prayers each day, 
especially at this start of a new academic year. As you settle into busy schedules and jam-packed 
routines, be sure to include some alone time for you and God. Even if it’s only a few minutes of qui-
et in the morning, a short break during the day, the minutes is takes to change into your practice 
clothes, or in the evening before bed, find a regular time to reflect on your relationship with God. I 
have a good friend whose special prayer time is while she brushes her teeth. Seriously.  
 Whenever you can, find time to listen for God’s voice, share your thanksgivings and con-
cerns, and just be intentionally present with God. Of course, God is with us and in us and around 
us at all times, but something special happens when we make time to focus our thoughts and our 
hearts on God’s presence in our lives. 

  Peace and Love,  
JM 

johnmark@christchurchmacon.com 
478.718.0041 

 

EYC PRAYER BREAKFASTS- Thursdays beginning at 6:30 a.m. in Chick-Fil-A on Zebulon Road & Fridays 
beginning at 7:00 a.m. in Jittery Joe's in Mercer Village. 

ROCK THE UNIVERSE 24-HOUR ROAD TRIP- Saturday - Sunday, September 10-11, 2016, 8:00 am to 8:00 am
- Join us for our annual 24-hour rock and roll road trip Orlando for a night of friends, fun and performances by a vari-
ety of Christian Artists. In the past, we've gone to Night of Joy at Disney World, but this year, for the first time, we'll 
be checking out Rock the Universe at Universal Studios. Cost is still $125.00 per person and includes round/trip 
charter bus fare, admission to Rock the Universe, snacks to and from Orlando, picnic lunch at Florida Welcome Cen-
ter, and light breakfast on return trip. Friends are welcome. Reserve your space today! Contact John Mark for more 
information. 

 
 UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER... 

New Beginnings Team Training - October 1 at the Cathedral of St. Philip, Atlanta 
 New Beginnings 36 Retreat for Middle School Students - October 7-9 at Camp Mikell 

 Happening Team Training - October 29 at Grace Calvary Church 
 Happening 66 Retreat for High School Students - November 11-13 at Camp Mikell 

 Diocesan Youth Lock-In at Annual Council - November 18-19 (location TBD) 
 DYC Leadership Training - December 10 (location TBD) 

mailto:johnmark@christchurchmacon.com
file:///D:/content/HINSON, BRYAN; (Staff)112.jpg
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From the Deacon 

“Mess of Backpacks” 

     Sometime in the late 1960’s my father accepted a position with a Coca-Cola 
bottling plant that required us to move from Houston TX to a small town in ru-
ral central North Louisiana. Before moving, I was attending a Catholic parochial 
school in Houston.  I was struggling through developmental challenges with my 
legs and was in the hospital a lot.  So, I started falling behind in school.  After 
our move to Louisiana, my parents searched for a private school to help get me 
back on track.  They found only one private school in the area.  When they tried 
to enroll us, they discovered that this particular school was actually a segrega-
tion academy that made no exceptions.   

 At the time I was too young to understand the scenario.   But, looking 
back I believe it’s kind of funny that we were not accepted into a private school 
solely because we were not white.  We were considered a family of color; and I 
guess the wrong color for that place and moment in time.  I don’t remember a 
time in our family history when we were actually slaves.  But, I am willing to bet 
that based on my Spanish and Latino heritage, my family may have come closer 
to being in power and owning slaves at some point in our past more than any-
one attending that academy.  I mean, the Spaniards were among the first to set-
tle the Americas and own slaves.  Not to mention that I am also part of a Latino 
heritage who were indigenous to the Americas.  But, at this point in time we 
were excluded from a privilege just because we were not white; of color.   I did 
not know the term at the time.  But, I believe this was the first time I experi-
enced a sense of dehumanization.   

 A new neighbor who owned a farm down the road was a Deacon at a 
local Baptist Church.  In his efforts to welcome us to the community, he learned 
of this episode.  Bro. Tommy befriended our family and accepted a call to help us 
kids catch up.  His mother who lived nearby was a retired teacher.  She agreed 
to tutor us after school for a while.  With their efforts and support, not to men-
tion love, we become lifelong friends.  I was blessed with the grace of faithful 
support that became part of the foundation of who I am today, because of this 
friendship.   

 The Gospel story for the first Sunday in September (Luke 14:25-33) 
doesn’t seem like a Back to School story.  But, when I think of the challenges 
children still face today with education, or lack thereof, Jesus’ hard words may 
be saying something about our ongoing struggle with our competition for time 
and resources.  I believe Jesus is helping us to ask ourselves where do our loyal-
ties lie; in this case, education for some or for all?  I personally believe the work 
we participate in with Path to Shine helps us to grapple with that question.  
One small blessing toward that journey lies within a mess of backpacks.  We 
will be offering a blessing for our children’s backpacks this month, as school 
starts back.  And, in that timeframe we will be offering a blessing for the back-
packs donated for Path to Shine by Tom and Elizabeth Jones.  The prayers of-
fered in the blessing can serve to guide our spiritual oneness to live in communi-
ty where everyone can share in the grace given in education.   

Grace and peace 

Deacon Arthur W. Villarreal  
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The Cardsharps – by 
Caravaggio c1594 
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Music Ministry 
 

Prayer 

requests 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alice, Bailey, Beverly, Bill, 
Bill, Bill, Bonnie, Carmen, 
Carolyn, Charlie, Chuck, 
Cloyd, Crawford, David, 
Eddie, George, George, 
Jack, Jeffery, Lynn, Malinda, 
Margaret, Margarete, Mary, 
Millie, Molly, Nina, Paula, 
Peggy, Peter, Russ, Scott, 
Sparky, Susan, Alan, Beth, 
Brady, Bobby, Colin, Ed, 
Felecia, Gail, Heather, 
Henry, Larry, Lucille, Lynn, 
Maddox, Matthew, Peggy, 
Ray, Richard, Suzanne, 
Tommy, and the Talbert 
Family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We pray for all those who 
serve in the military 
especially, Austin, Brian, 
Caylee, Charlie, George, 
Owen, & Terry. We pray 
for our Staff, Vestry, & for 
our new Rector Cynthia, for 
Jeff White, for our Parish 
Commission on Ministry, 
and for all those discerning 
God’s presence & purpose in 
their lives, that they may 
take the next faithful step. 
We pray for the students & 
staff of St. Marc’s School in 
Trouin, Haiti. We pray for 
the tired and lonely; for 
those affected by severe 
weather, natural disasters, 
civil unrest, and violence 
throughout the world. We 
pray for the wholeness of the 
Anglican Communion.  
  

C hrist Church is blessed to have such a wonderful tradition of excellence in 
choral and organ music. I continued to be encouraged by the dedication and 
commitment of those involved in our musical offerings. I am personally 

grateful to the parishioners, parents, vestry, and staff for their continued support and 
I am excited about the wonderful opportunities this new season will bring. Are you 
looking for ways to contribute? Contact me anytime and I will be delighted to discuss 
the many opportunities. 

Christ Church Choristers 
Wednesdays 5:30–6:45 | 2nd to 7th grades 

The Choristers will consist of all returning choristers who participated in last 
year’s training choir, and also those who are in 2nd through 7th grades who 
did not participate last year. Their primary goal will be to lead our service mu-
sic (i.e. Gloria, Sanctus, Hymns, Psalms, etc.) by participating regularly in Eu-
charist. Weekly commitment to rehearsals is essential. Rehearsal will contin-
ue to follow the curriculum of the Royal School of Church Music with an em-
phasis on music theory, aural training, sight-reading ability, and learning 
challenging repertoire. Each chorister will complete his or her workbook at 
their own pace advancing to the next level once approved. At the completion 
of a workbook the chorister will receive a medal and colored ribbon corre-
sponding to level. The workbooks not only serve as weekly assignments to 
help reinforce the lessons, but they set personal goals for which the chorister 
can achieve and strive to compete. The Christ Church Choristers will continue 
to meet on Wednesdays from 5:30--–6:45 pm. Register your child today! 
Please contact me if you have questions or would like more information. 

Novice Choir 
Wednesdays 5:00–6:25 | Kindergarten & 1st grade 

The Novice Choir is a training choir for children in Kindergarten (possibly pre
-K) and first grade. This choir rehearses every Wednesday afternoon from 
5:00–5:25 pm. Each chorister will be introduced to the Royal School of Church 
Music curriculum (RSCM) where they will learn basic musicianship and au-
ral training skills. In addition, this choir will learn various elements and sym-
bols of the church, creeds, prayers, etc. They will also learn social etiquette 
and communication skills through non-music related activities. This will be a 
time to complete the White level workbook as well as learn about our church 
and traditions we hold dear. Novice choristers are presented in the annual 
Whiting Ceremony at the conclusion of the choir year, during which time 
they receive their cottas as a sign of their personal achievement and commit-
ment to the music ministry of Christ Church. Register today to reserve your 
child’s placement! 

Go online to www.christchurchmacon.com and complete our registration 
form or contact Jonathan today.  

Jonathan Poe, Organist/Choirmaster 
jonathan@christchurchmacon.com 

m. (478) 305-1196 
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Adult Christian Education 

EARLY MORNING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY WILL RESUME IN OCTOBER.  All women of the parish will 
receive an email with more details in late September.   
 

MEN'S BIBLE STUDY has finished with John and will take a break until September 21, at which time we'll start 
looking at Christian writings of the second century.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF (ADULTS) 
September 11, 10 a.m.   
 

Join us in the Great Hall for brunch, fellowship, and information about fall Chris-
tian formation classes, study groups, and special events.    

FAITH AND FAMILIES: THE BLESSING OF A SKINNED KNEE.  
Begins Sunday, September 18.   
 

 Join us on Sunday mornings at 10 as we discuss excerpts from this bestselling book by Wendy Mo-
gel.  Mogel is a clinical psychologist who uses teachings from the Hebrew Scriptures to explore 
challenges facing today’s parents and children.  Please note that you do not need to read the book 
in order to participate in this class, and “drop ins” are welcome.  Led by the Rev. Julia Mitchener. 

THEOLOGY ON TAP  Join us each Tuesday at 7 p.m. to discuss “the news 
of the day” in light of Christian theology and the teachings of Jesus.  We’ll 
look at some of the most pressing issues of our time using the curriculum 
“Between the Lines” (formerly known as The Bible Workbench).  Please note 
that this is a “drop-in” discussion group, so join us whenever you can, and 
feel free to bring friends from beyond the Christ Church community (You 
must be 21 or older to participate).  First gathering will be September 13 at 
Bearfoot Tavern (We will move to Piedmont Brewery as soon as it opens in 
November).  Questions?  Contact the Rev. Julia Mitchener 

BELOVED COMMUNITY CLASS 
Sunday, September 18.   
 

This class will focus on Just Mercy by Brian Stevenson. Led by The Rev’s Arthur Villarreal and Joseph 
Shippen in the Great Hall. Reading the book beforehand is not required. We will also discuss the 
upcoming pilgrimage of the diocesan Beloved Community Commission to Macon in October.  

SHINE BEFORE THE GRIND  
Beginning September 14  
Wednesdays, 6 am -7am 
105 Turnberry Park 
  

All women are invited to gather for study group and fellowship before the day begins. 
We will choose a text at the first gathering. 
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News from the Pews 

 Volume 11, Issue 1, September 2016 

A publication of the ECW of Christ Church, Macon, Georgia 

  
FALL ECW KICK-OFF PARTY ON  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2nd!! 
  

On Sunday, October 2nd, we will gather  
at the home of Helen Stewart  

for our annual Fall ECW gathering. 
  

Sunday, October 2nd 

6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Helen Stewart’s  home 

259 Idlewild Road 

  

If your last name begins with… 

please bring 

A - J -- bring a large bottle of 

red wine or chilled white wine 

K - S -- bring a salad 

T - Z -- bring a dessert 
 

   

NEW ECW MEMBERS 

If you are a new member at Christ Church, we want to 
make sure we have you on the email list for the Episco-
pal Church Women!  All women at Christ Church are 
members of the ECW, and we want you to get all the 
information we send out.  If you are new to Christ 
Church, or if you are not currently getting emails about 
ECW from Kelly Causey, please email cau-
sey.kelly@gmail.com or call 390-9627 and ask to be add-
ed to the list! 

  

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 

Daughters of the King will have its first meeting 
on September 12th at the home of Rena Pearson-
Shaver beginning at 6:00 p.m. The program will be pro-
vided by Elizabeth Jones. She will talk about the diffi-
culties of dealing with diabetes, and how she finds God 
in her Camp Little Shot ministry. All are welcome! If 
you plan to attend, please let me know so we can plan 
the food. Peggy Puryear 478.731.7513 by Sept. 9th.   

 Please send any announcements or information for our next newsletter to Kelly Causey  at causey.kelly@gmail.com or 390-9627.  Thank you! 

  
The logo of the ECW consists of four elements…The Cross, which symbolizes Christ and our service to him in the 
world; the Circle, which symbolizes our hope for wholeness in our lives; the Outflowing Lines, which symbolize the 
works of ECW going out into the world; and the Intertwined Lines, which symbolize our lives centered in Christ. 

  
 
 
 

Every female member of the Episcopal Church is a member of the ECW…we are glad you are a part of something special! 
  

mailto:causey.kelly@gmail.com
mailto:causey.kelly@gmail.com
tel:478.731.7513
mailto:causey.kelly@gmail.com
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which supports St. Marc’s Episcopal School in 
Trouin, Haiti. Visit our website for more 
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FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS  SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 
8 am Spoken Holy Eucharist, Church 

9 am Family Eucharist & Blessing of the Backpacks, Jones Chapel 
10 am  Sunday School for All Ages Begins 

11 am Choral Holy Eucharist & Blessing of the Backpacks, Church 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
The Rev. Cynthia Knapp will preach at all 3 services 

A Welcome Reception will be held in the Great Hall following the 11 am service 
 

 WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY KICKOFF, SEPTEMBER 28 
5 pm—7 pm Bobbing for Appleton: A Fall Festival Benefitting Appleton Episcopal Ministries 


