
 

E very two years 
s i n c e  t h e 
summer of 2010, 

a group of students and 
adult companions from 
Christ Church have 
journeyed to England 
for an exploration of 
our Anglican heritage. 
The fourth such 
adventure began this 

year on June 9, when once again, students and 
adults shared a flight across the Atlantic to visit 
London and Canterbury. Some had made this 
journey before, while others in our group were 
using their passports for the first time.  

 Soon after our arrival at Heathrow, we 
were on a train to St. Paul's Cathedral and the 
hostel where we would reside for the majority of 
our stay. Throughout our visit, we talked and 
laughed and walked together, beginning and 
ending our days with prayer. Following the 
steps of countless millions over the years, we 
entered well-known houses of prayer like St. 
Paul's, Westminster Abbey, Southwark 
Cathedral, and St. Martin-in-the-Fields. There, 
we offered our prayers and celebrated the 
Eucharist with strangers who, somehow, were 
family. We also participated in worship at Holy 
Trinity Brompton, which offers a contemporary 
approach to ministry, worship and prayer in a 
service designed to meet the needs of young 
adults in the area.  

 Of course, we visited a number of not-to
-miss tourist destinations like Buckingham 
Palace, Tower of London, Big Ben and 
Parliament, Windsor Castle, The National 
Gallery, Trafalgar Square and more. While we 
were there, the nation celebrated Her Majesty's 
90th birthday with parties, special choral 
presentations, prayer services and other 
observances. Leaving the hostel early in the 
morning and returning late in the evening, we 
still found time to gather for a number of meals, 
share experiences and thoughts, and pray and 
reflect together.  

 Several of us enjoyed naps on the train 
that carried us to Canterbury, and we were 
delighted to reach our final destinations, 
Canterbury Cathedral and the Cathedral Gate 
Hotel. Residing next door to the Cathedral for a 
few days and nights was a treat, and the hotel, 
which has housed pilgrims since 1438, was a 
hospitable and quirky (in the best sense) place 
to unwind and rest. Choral Evensong in the 
Quire and Holy Communion and prayer in 
various chapels of the Cathedral offered many 
opportunities for worship and reflection. Dr. 
David Flood, the Master of the Cathedral 
Choristers and the Cathedral Organist, kindly 
honored us with a special welcome and visit, 
offering insights and anecdotal stories about 
cathedral life in Canterbury. Another highlight 
of our time in Canterbury was a visit from 
Joseph O'Berry, Organ Scholar at Truro 
Cathedral, who traveled six-and-a-half hours by 
train to meet our group and share some of his 
experiences as an American musician studying 
and serving in England. 

 Soon, we were headed back to the 
United States, our bags filled with souvenirs and 
mementos, our minds with memories and 
stories, and our hearts with joy and love. Each of 
us engaged the journey in his or her own way, 
and while our experiences were similar, each 
person takes away from the journey something 
uniquely his or hers. As we have heard before, 
it's good to get away, and it's good to come 
home... perhaps more ourselves and slightly 
different from the person we were before. 

 We don’t have to travel to England for a 
meaningful religious experience. God always 
meets us wherever we are. A pilgrimage is an act 
of worship, a sacred journey  both inward and  
outward… where we hope to meet God, 
ourselves, and the world. And, often, we can do 
this without leaving home. May God bless us all 
as we continue our journey together here at 
Christ Church and in the greater community. 

   John Mark Parker, 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 

August 2016 
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August 2016 Christ Episcopal Church, Macon 

Children’s Ministry 

LEGO MY BIBLE BONUS CLASSES 
August 7, 14, 21, 28 

 

Due to the enthusiastic response we have had to the Sunday morning Lego 
my Bible program this summer, we will offer additional sessions throughout 
the month of August.  All children, families and “the young at heart” are in-
vited to join us as we build our faith using everyone’s favorite toy bricks.  
This is also a great opportunity to bring friends who may be looking for a 
church home so that they can experience what our faith community has to 
offer young children.  Classes meet at 9:30 a.m. in the Cloister Room.  Ques-
tions?  Please contact the Rev. Julia Mitchener.   

SAVE THE DATE!  Sunday School classes for children of all ages resume on Sunday, September 11 at 10 a.m.  Please 
plan to join us as we begin an exciting new year in our journey of faith.   

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
Sunday, September 11, @ 9 and 11 a.m. 
  

All children and youth are invited to bring backpacks or book bags that they will be 
using during the new school year for a special blessing at church on Sunday, Septem-
ber 11.  The blessing will take place during the announcement time at both the 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. services.   

Adult Christian formation 

 

Christ Church parishioners are invited to attend this timely and stimulating gathering of Episcopalians in the beau-
tiful North Carolina mountains at Kanuga Conference Center. The focus will be on considering whether civility and 
respect as spiritual values are essential to democracy.  As we look toward the 2016 elections, how can our country go 
from a place of partisanship to engagement?  Keynote speakers will include Mark Oppenheimer of The New York 
Times, Elizabeth Bruenig of The Washington Post, and Arsalan Iftikhar, an international human rights lawyer and 
author of the book Islamic Pacifism.  The chaplain will be the Rev. Ed Bacon of All Saints’ Church, Pasadena, CA.  The 
conference will include plenty of time for relaxing and enjoying activities such as hiking, canoeing, reading, and sit-
ting by the fire.  For more information, please contact the Rev. Julia Mitchener and/or visit www.kanuga.org.  This 
conference tends to fill up each year, so the time to act is now.   

KICKOFF SUNDAY- September 11, 10 a.m.- All adults in the parish are invited to come to the Great Hall on Sun-
day, September 11 for brunch and fellowship, as well as an overview of adult Christian formation opportunities for 
the fall.   

http://www.kanuga.org
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Episcopal Youth community 

NEW YOUTH CONFIRMATION CLASSES  
BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER 

 

 We want everyone to know about Christ Church’s plans for Youth Confirma-
tion classes during the 2016-2017 school year.  As you perhaps are aware, there has 
been a great deal of discussion in recent years within our parish and throughout the 
wider Episcopal Church about the meaning and purpose of Confirmation. The pro-
cess you may remember from your own childhood has been reconsidered in light of 
various theological, historical, and sociological considerations.             
 

 Confirmation in the Episcopal Church is now an entirely optional sacramental rite.  While we certainly en-
courage all youth to learn more about the Christian faith and to consider being confirmed, Confirmation is no long-
er a requirement for being a communicant in good standing in any Episcopal parish.  Indeed, baptism by water and 
the Holy Spirit is now regarded as the “normative” sacrament for full membership in the Body of Christ.  What does 
this mean for Confirmation?  Not that it is unimportant, but that it is something that is more than a mere “rite of 
passage,” something for those who are interested in an in-depth exploration of what it means to follow Jesus.   
 

 Our goal is to provide Confirmation classes that meet the developmental and psychosocial needs of our 
youth. During adolescence (roughly ages 12-18), young people learn to engage the world in new, exciting ways while 
discovering and expressing their own identities. As a community of faith, we must provide a safe place where stu-
dents can explore their own religious traditions and compare them with others, ask important questions, share 
doubts, wrestle with tough issues, express their thoughts and ideas, and through the process, discover what they 
truly believe.  
 

 With this in mind, we want to let you know the schedule for those youth in grades 6-12 who would like to 
consider being confirmed in the spring of 2017.  There will be ten Sunday morning classes starting on September 18   
and continuing through December 11.  Each youth interested in being confirmed in Spring 2017 must attend seven of 
these classes.  Several makeup sessions will be scheduled in January 2017 for those who, for compelling reasons, 
must miss more than three of the fall classes.      
 

 At the conclusion of the ten classes, those who decide they would like to be confirmed will meet together 
once per month until the day of Confirmation.  They will also attend a Pre-Confirmation Retreat.  The dates for 
these monthly meetings as well as for the retreat will be announced in early September.        
 

 Please take some time over the next several weeks to discuss this process with your youth.  Please note that 
classes are designed for any student in grades 6-12 who is interested in attending.  Those who have already been 
confirmed but would like to come to these classes to support their friends and to enjoy fellowship and lively discus-
sion about things that matter are most welcome and encouraged to attend.           
 

 There will be a mandatory meeting for parents of prospective confirmands on Sunday, August 28 from 5-6:30 
p.m .  This will take place at the home of the Rev. Julia Mitchener, 280 Country Club Road.  One parent of each 
youth interested in attending confirmation classes must be present at this gathering (In the event of an unavoidable 
conflict, you may schedule a time to speak with one of the clergy before Confirmation classes begin in September).  
At the August meeting, we will introduce our Confirmation teaching team and review in greater detail our plans for 
the fall. 
 

 Thank you for your consideration of this important opportunity for your child’s spiritual growth.  Please 
contact any of us if you have questions about the Youth Confirmation process.  

SAVE THE DATES! 
EYC PRAYER BREAKFASTS—Join us for breakfast and prayer on Tuesday and Thursday mornings.  
This is a great way to start the day. All are welcome. 
 

Tuesdays at Jittery Joe's in Mercer Village beginning August 16 at 7:00 am 
 

Thursdays at Chick-Fil-A on Zebulon Road beginning August 18 at 6:30 am 
 

EYC PARENT INFORMATION MEETING- Sunday, August 28 from 5:00-6:30 pm @ the home of the Rev. Julia Mitchener 
280 Country Club Road - 31210 
 

ROCK THE UNIVERSE (ORLANDO)- Saturday, September 10 - Sunday, September 11 Departure Time TBA. 
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"We rejoice in the calling of our new rector, The Rev. Cynthia 
Knapp, and look forward to welcoming her to Christ Church in 
mid-September."  

 

Thank you to everyone who made Youth Week 2016 a success! More than 40 students and adult leaders from 
five churches in the Middle Georgia area - Bonaire Methodist, Christ Church, Mulberry Methodist, St. Francis 
and St. Stephens - played together, prayed together and together volunteered more than 200 hours of communi-
ty service. Walking to various downtown ministry sites, service teams led bingo parties for residents at St. 
Paul’s Apartments and the Dempsey Apartments; played bingo and other games, worked on jigsaw puzzles and 
visited with guests of Daybreak; picked up trash near Daybreak along Walnut Street; and donated food, stocked 
shelves, put together toiletry bags, packed diaper bags, and more at Loaves & Fishes Ministries. All their efforts 
were centered around building and strengthening relationships with God, each other and those whom they 
served. Thanks be to God for the inspiring, good work of our young people in the community.  More photos are 
available on the Christ Church website. 


