
 

Dear Fellow Parishioners: 

 In the Fall of 2014, the vestry named a 

new search committee for Christ Episcopal 

Church to replace our retiring rector, 

Harriette Simmons, consisting of:  Bill Buzzell, 

Bonnie Collins, Shannon Davis, Julie Edge, 

Gene Hatcher, Roger Marxsen, Elizabeth 

McCain, Katie Powers, Ginny Rozier and 

Boone Smith III. 

Our first task was to redesign and 

rebuild the Church website.  This was 

accomplished under the leadership of 

Elizabeth Schorr and her company with great 

results.   

The next task was to present the 

parish survey to our members.  The response 

by the congregation was strong and provided 

clear insights into the health of the Church.   

Recently, we spent a Saturday 

morning with Robyn Strain of Holy Cow 

Consulting reviewing the survey results.  

Everyone was impressed with Ms. Strain’s 

professionalism and the information that she 

provided.  The Committee felt that the survey 

process will be useful as we move forward. 

The next phase is to incorporate the 

information from the parish survey into the 

parish profile, which is an ongoing process.  In 

addition, the vestry has set up a compensation 

committee to review the compensation 

package for our new rector.  This will be based 

on a comprehensive evaluation of the 

comparable churches in the Diocese of 

Atlanta.  The recommendation of this 

Committee will be made to the vestry at the 

regularly scheduled July meeting.  At that 

point, the compensation information will be 

incorporated into the parish profile.   

  Following the approval of the parish 

profile by the vestry and the diocese, Bishop 

Wright will officially post the opening for a 

new rector at Christ Church.  The Committee 

will then begin reviewing applications. Once 

the applicants have been carefully evaluated 

and interviewed, the Committee will submit 2

-3 finalists to the vestry.  The vestry will 

carefully interview the finalists and select our 

next rector.   

As always, please feel free to contact 

me, or any of the other committee members, if 

you have any questions.  Finally, I ask that you 

continue to keep the committee members in 

your prayers as we move forward in this most 

important task. 

F

   Faithfully, 

   Bill Buzzell  

  

July 2015 
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July 2015 Christ Episcopal Church, Macon 

Compline & Morning Prayer in Jones Chapel 

How does your morning start?  And how does your day end?  Are you hurried? Are you 
stressed?  Would you like to find 20 minutes just to re focus?  As the prophet Jeremiah 
said: 

“Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and 
you will find your souls.” 

Christ Church will offer “the “good way to walk” beginning Monday July 6th. The 
“ancient paths” of Morning and Evening Prayer will be offered in Jones Chapel at 8:00AM 
and 5:30PM daily Monday through Friday. Compline, traditionally the last prayer service 
of the day, will be offered on Sundays at 8:00PM.    

Come and experience the divine presence that brings peace.  Bring a friend or colleague, 
invite a neighbor, but most all come and  

“Say the words of the ancient prayer, and listen for the prayer of God that rises in your heart”  Fr. Ed-
ward J. Farrell 

If you are interested in serving in this ministry, please speak with Father Joseph, Father 
Bryan, John Mark or Jeff White. 

Thanks be to God, and Thank You! 

It could be that I am a native son of Macon, Georgia. It could be that I have almost a half 
century of history in middle Georgia. It could be I am a cradle Episcopalian raised nearby 
in St. Francis church. It could be my years in middle Georgia schools or as a local busi-
nessman. OR ... It could be the incredibly loving, welcoming community that is Christ 
Church Macon.  

Three years ago I joined you as a Postulant for Holy Orders. I was assigned to Christ 
Church for service and to learn. The parish welcomed me with open arms! Old relation-
ships were renewed, and new relationships began. Christ Church quickly became home. 
As if from a sappy romance novel, I felt as if we ran across a picturesque field to embrace 
and share a holy kiss. Through these past three years, we worshiped together and cele-
brated God's grace. You put up with the crazy life of a seminarian. You all challenged me, 
taught me, and forgave me. At the darkest moment of my life, you reflected the light of 
Christ. You continue to prop me up, providing a foretaste of that heavenly banquet where 
we shall all be perfectly reconciled to God and each other. 

Your acceptance of me as your priest is humbling, if not a little scary. You strengthen my 
call to serve the kingdom of God. Your outpouring of love in celebration of my ordination 
is an incredible gift. Those in attendance heard the words. I encourage those who were 
not there to review the ordination rite in the Book of Common Prayer. Your congratula-
tions are appreciated, but only in the context of the whole community, for it is the people 
of God, along with the Holy Spirit, who make a priest. It is not the accomplishment of 
one person. At ordination, the community assents and pledges support of the ministry of 
the priest. If the past three years are any indication, I am in good hands. 

I do not know how long I will have the privilege to serve at Christ Church Macon. I do 
not know what future God holds. I now, and will forever, cherish this time in this com-
munity. 

What else shall I say? THANK YOU! 

A note from your new curate 
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An update from your clergy 

Where Do We Go From Here? 

Your Christ Church clergy held an overnight retreat in mid-June to explore purpose and 
mission. The primary questions centered around the role of clergy during this transition 
time. How do we best support the search for a new Rector? What should be the commu-
nity focus and purpose in transition? How do we prepare for the arrival of a new Rector? 
How do we celebrate and strengthen the best of Christ Church, while also discerning 
where God might have us learn, grow, improve, and serve? 

One key influence on our discernment was the preliminary findings from the parish sur-
vey. A suggested opportunity for improvement is the way we as a parish are inviting oth-
ers to participate in Christ Church ministries and activities. This seems important to 
both newcomers and long time parishioners. An important function of the Church is to 
provide a supportive community where we can live out our Baptismal covenant. 

During this time of transition, your clergy has discerned a need to focus on:                                  
(1)development of personal relationships, (2)empowerment of laity in ministry, and     
(3)intentionally inviting opportunities to connect to parish ministries and life. Addition-
ally, a review of various lists, systems, procedures, and documentation seems an appro-
priate gift to our new leader. By tidying up our administration, a new Rector can focus 
on being a pastor, teacher, and wise councilor to Christ Church. 

Initially, our various ministries will be evaluated to better serve the community and in-
vite others to participate. There are no radical changes or eliminations planned, rather 
exploration and analysis to enhance what we do well, and improve where we can do bet-
ter. We hope to enhance communication during all this activity so that the parish can be 
fully involved. Additional opportunities to participate in worship, outreach, and fellow-
ship are already in the works. Some offerings might appeal to all, others only to a few. 
We hope together to discern what gifts each of us have to offer the kingdom of God, for 
they all are valuable. 

Transition can be a time of uncertainty, even fear of change or the unknown. Your clergy 
are committed to maintaining all of the wonderful aspects of Christ Church that we hold 
dear. We also view this time as an opportunity to prepare and strengthen our communi-
ty to enter a new phase with a new Rector, as we continue to reconcile ourselves to God 
and one another, through Jesus Christ. 

Deacon Arthur and Kate Long are keeping us informed of what is happening at General 
Convention via blog.  You can view it on our website or Facebook page. Here is an ex-
erpt from our Deacon’s blog“….As I share more with you during the convention, I will do 
my best to keep you up to date with the events as they unfold.  However, I will have to 
tell you that I am not that good of a reporter.  But, here are a few sites that may be more 
helpful.   Go to our Episcopal Church’s website at http://
www.episcopalchurch.org/ .  Click on “The 78th General Convention” on the bar at the 
top of the page.  There you will find some nifty Live Streaming and On-Demand fea-
tures.   With these tools, you may see more of the convention than I will, as I or Kate 
can’t be everywhere all the time.  I think I am scheduled to serve the table during one of 
the Eucharist.  So, you may catch me during one of the daily streaming.  Also, check out 
the Episcopal New Service’s website at http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/ .  You 
may already be on their email list.  In the past, we have made headline news in major me-
dia.  I am not sure that will be the case this year.  However, good or bad, if we do make 
headline news, be sure to review news resources more close to our church’s community 
network to gain a better understanding of the issue at hand.  I can remember sometime 
back when major media got some of the terminology wrong in their reporting, thus, 
painting the issue in a wrong light.  Please keep Kate and me in your prayers for a safe 
and spirit filled trip, adventure, and convention!”   

Deacon Arthur & Kate’S General Convention BlogS 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/
http://episcopaldigitalnetwork.com/ens/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

SUNDAY, JULY 12- 9:30 AM, GREAT HALL- ADULT 
SUNDAY SCHOOL: LEARN ABOUT THE DAILY OFFICE 
This is a class for anyone interested in learning more about the 
Daily Office, traditional services consisting of Scripture readings 
and ancient prayers. In The Book of Common Prayer the Daily Office 
consists of Morning Prayer, Noonday Prayer, Evening Prayer, and 
Compline.   

EYC EVENTS 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8-  EYC AFTERNOON MOVIE 

SUNDAY, JULY 19- EYC HOLY-WOOD CINEMA  

SUNDAY, JULY 26- EYC HOLY-WOOD CINEMA  

THURSDAY, JULY 30- EYC DAY AT SIX FLAGS 

The Rev. Bryan Hinson giving 

communion at his ordination 

at the Cathedral. 

SAVE THE DATE 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2-9:30 AM, NAVE- EUCHARISTIC MINISTER (EM) AND LECTOR TRAINING. For 
those who would like to be EM’s and or lectors or who need to renew their licenses.  

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9- 9:30 AM, NAVE- USHER TRAINING. For ushers and those who would like to be ushers. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16- 9:30 AM, GREAT HALL- EUCHARISTIC VISITOR (EV) AND PASTORAL CARE 
MEETING.  


