
 

I  a m  a l w a y s 
fascinated when 
people use their 

v a c a t i o n s                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
to go on expeditions 
l i k e  O u t w a r d 
Bound—trips that 
take them far from 
every creature comfort 
to test their stamina in 

the wilderness.  I wonder what makes them 
choose a week of pitching tents in the rain and 
eating MREs rather than a week of lying on a 
sun soaked beach and sipping fruity cocktails.  
When I ask, they inevitably talk about how 
venturing outside their comfort zone makes 
them healthier, more centered people—how it 
deepens their relationships, reminds them 
what’s really important and teaches them the 
source of their true strength.          

 Each Lent, the Church gives us the 
chance to have a similar kind of experience—
to go off the beaten path and find new, more 
faithful, more redemptive ways of living.  Lent 
is a time for moving beyond what is familiar 
and safe, a time for building up our spiritual 
muscles, a time for discovering what we really 
need to become whole.   

 It is not for the faint of heart.  Many 
people think of the Christian faith primarily as 
something that should be reassuring.  
Following Jesus is about getting cozy with 
God.  Church is a place where we can go to be 
with others who are like us, a place where we 
can feel comfortable, a place where we can be 
affirmed in our beliefs.   Certainly we all need 
comfort and reassurance, especially in tough 
times.  Jesus warns us, though, that the life of 

discipleship is not supposed to be easy:  “If any 
want to become be my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me.”  The life of discipleship involves 
risking, testing and stretching.  It involves, 
quite literally, “taking a walk on the wild 
side.”  

 How will you take such a walk this 
Lent?  You don’t need to don a backpack or 
head for some lonely mountain trail.  What 
about spending 40 days really getting to know 
someone of a different race, religion or 
socioeconomic background?  Or perhaps 
committing to a daily discipline of prayer, just 
5 minutes at first?  When you find your mind 
wandering, keep at it.  Even the great saints 
sometimes get bored or distracted.  You could 
also take a cue from the Magi and go “home by 
another way”—literally.  Take a different 
route back from work or school to gain a new 
perspective on our city.  Shop at a grocery 
store on the other side of town and notice the 
individuals you encounter.  Confront your 
assumptions about “those people” and look for 
the bonds we share as children of God.  Decide 
that you’re going to attend a worship service 
each week—even when you’re out of town, 
even when it’s inconvenient, even when it 
seems uninspiring.  It’s not true that every 
experience of worship must be uplifting or 
exciting. Sometimes the greatest act of 
faithfulness is simply to persevere.   

 
Godspeed from your fellow traveller, 
Julia            

February 

“Lent is a time 
for moving  

beyond what is 
familiar and 

safe, a time for 
building up our 

spiritual  

muscles, a time 
for discovering 
what we really 
need to become 

whole.” 

Photo: 

At our Annual 

Parish  Meeting 

on January 24, we 

elected four new 

members to the 

Vestry.  We thank 

Ted Robinson, 

Walker Stewart, 

Laura Evans, & 

Ellen Bunker for 

their willingness 

to serve . 
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Children’s Ministry 

Sundays @ 10 am 
 

BIBLE STORY  
& CHILDREN’S  

CHAPEL 
2 K & 3K,  
Downstairs 
Teachers 

 Mary Robinson, 
Walker & Tori Stewart 

 

 GODLY PLAY I 
4K - K 

Downstairs 
Teachers 

Suzanne Shippen and  
Karen Baxley  

 

GODLY PLAY II 
1st - 3rd Grade  

Upstairs 
Teachers 

Elizabeth McCain and  
Helen Stewart  

 

 GODLY PLAY III 
4th-5th Grade  

Upstairs 
Teachers 

Laura Evans and  Vicky Cork  

Children’s Ash Wednesday Service 
February 10, 2016 

5:30 p.m.  
Jones Chapel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Get your family’s Lent off to a good start with a simple ser-
vice featuring a Godly Play story, imposition of ashes and 
Holy Eucharist.  Supper and children’s activities will follow 
in the Great Hall at 6.    

 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

Friday, March 25, 5:30 p.m.—Children’s Good Friday Liturgy  
 Wednesday, April 13, 6:30 p.m.— Lego My Bible! (dinner at 6)      

Wednesday, May 4, 6:30 p.m.—Family Game Night (dinner at 6)  
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NEW BEGINNINGS 35- Students in grades 6, 7, and 8, are 
encouraged to attend NEW BEGINNINGS 35, a renewal retreat for 
middle school students at Camp Mikell February 5-7. New 
Beginnings is a weekend filled with friends, fun, games and more. 
Plus, the food at Camp Mikell is terrific! For more information and 
to register, visit www.eycdioatl.org.  

CONFIRMATION CLASSES FOR YOUTH & ADULTS will be offered on 
Wednesdays during Lent. Classes Information Meeting, After dinner (~6:30pm) on 
Ash Wednesday, February 10 in the Great Hall. Please refer to the Adult Christian 
Education page for more details. Confirmation will take place at the Cathedral on 
Sunday, April  10. 

ANGLICAN ADVENTURE 2016 - All students in grades 8-12 are invited to be a 
part of the 2016 Anglican Adventure to London and Canterbury. Join others from 
Christ Church on this memorable sacred journey to explore our religious heritage 
and strengthen our relationships with God and others. Trip dates are June 9-18, 
and applications are being accepted. The application and a $250 deposit is due by 
Sunday, February 21. For more information, contact John Mark and visit the 
church website. 

 

Episcopal Youth Community 

  

 

Sundays @ 10 am 
 

Youth meet at 10 am in the 
EYC room to catch up, pray, 
share, and learn together. This 
is a great way to prepare for 
confirmation.

(Location TBA) 
7 pm—8:30 pm 

 

Join us for EYC on Tuesday 
evenings from 7:00-8:30 for 
heavy snacks, a time to 
hangout and catch up with 
each other, and more. Come as 
you are from practice, 
rehearsal, whatever. Bring 
friends. All are welcome. 

 
  

Tuesdays 
@ Jittery Joe’s  
Mercer Village  

7 am 
 

Thursdays 
@ Chick-Fil-A  
on Zebulon Rd.  

6:30 am  

  

  

  

  

http://www.eycdioatl.org
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From the Deacon 

“Ritual of Ordinary Life” 
 
Sometime back when I served as a J2A (Journey 2 Adulthood) youth director 

for St. Bartholomew’s in Atlanta, I help facilitate a youth mission trip to New York 
City.  Part of our work there was serving for a meal program at the Church of the Holy 
Apostles in the Chelsea area of Manhattan.  Their “Soup and Soul” program is still go-
ing strong today.  The program is run much like our very own Weekend Lunch, in that 
folks are fed right in the middle of their worship space.  However, in Holy Apostles’ 
case, the actual church is converted every week from a church worship space into a 
soup kitchen.  Can you imagine shifting the pews and alter around ever week in Christ 
Church’s nave for such an endeavor?    

 
Our first day on the job happened to be the first of the week when the nave 

was due for conversion.  We were given assigned duties for the set up.  One of our 
youth, Tom, was asked to work with a crew of men who were all very tall and seemed 
intimidating.  Their task was to help set up the column pads.  Tom was a little more on 
the smaller side, to say the least, compared to the men he was assigned work with.  
Plus, Tom found in the process of the assignment that the men were actually clients 
(part of the local homeless).  Being a silly youth, he came to me and mentioned that he 
may not know what to do and that he really didn’t want the task.  Tom said that both 
the pads and the men look too huge for him to handle.  Plus, he didn’t know what to 
say to them.  In his plea for another task, he said, “I mean, I don’t know how to relate to 
them”.  He shared that he thought all he would have to do was stand behind the food 
line and hand out meals.  I assured with him that these men have worked on this task 
before and that all he needed to do was follow their lead.  And, as far as what to say, I 
told him to just say, ‘Hello.  How can I help?”   

 
I went on with my own duties while keeping a watchful eye on the youth.  In 

no time I noticed that Tom was actually getting along well with his new friends.  Tom 
had adopted the position of securing the bottom line of the pads to the column after the 
taller men were placing the pads on the top hooks.  It looked like they quickly created a 
team.  More than that, Tom had unexpectedly made some new friends.  When it came 
time for the meals to be served, one of the men yelled across the hall looking for Tom, 
“Hey, Tom Thumb, we got a place for ya at our table”.  Tom seemed all the more egger 
to join the guys for a meal.   This experience may not bare the components of a ritual on 
the surface.  But, I believe the ritual of our worship was very much transposed into a 
life giving ritual of service.   

 
The lectionary for the 2nd day in February tells of the ‘Presentation of Jesus in 

the Temple’ (Luke 2:22-40).  On the surface, one can think of this story as part of the 
fulfillment of prophecy, as Luke framed it out.  I believe it also tells us a story about 
ritual; and, not just any ordinary ritual, but the Ritual of ordinary life.  The 
‘Presentation’ and following all the laws of the day that go along with it was a practice 
held by everyone.  Therefore, the special moment in this passage has more to do with 
what part Jesus’ family played in the ordinary life of worship and service.  I see a little 
bit of that played out here at Christ Church every Sunday after the 9 a.m. service.  We 
have grown into a customary ritual where everyone pitches in to help convert Jones 
Chapel into a dinning hall for Weekend Lunch.  While it may seem like an ordinary 
task, we are part of an extraordinary ministry!  Our work together in the ordinary ritu-
als of service can challenge us to recover the mystery of life and the transcendence of 
everyday experiences through ritual celebrations, whether at the alter during the Eu-
charist or just shuffling chairs.   

 
Grace and peace 
The Rev. Arthur W. Villarreal  

 

 

“The ‘Presentation’ 

and following all the 

laws of the day that go 

along with it was a 

practice held by  

everyone.  Therefore, 

the special moment in 

this passage has more 

to do with what part 

Jesus’ family played in 

the ordinary life of 

worship and service.” 

 
 

The Presentation of 
Jesus in the Temple - 
Rembrandt van Rijn 
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Adult Christian Education Wonderful 

Wednesdays  
 

 

February 3 
 

The Bible &  
The New York Times: 

Hospitality to Strangers? 
 

This evening we’ll consider the 
immigration issues facing our 
nation and so many others 
around the world.  Meets in the 
Cloister Room at 6:30.   

  

February 10 
 

Ash Wednesday Liturgies & 
Family Program   

 

Our special Children’s Ash 
Wednesday Service begins at 
5:30 p.m. in Jones Chapel and 
will include a Godly Play story, 
imposition of ashes and Holy 
Eucharist.  A simple supper and 
seasonal activities will follow in 
the Great Hall at 6.  Note:  A 
second evening Ash Wednesday 
service will take place in the 
church at 7.   

 

February 17 
 

Movie Screening & Discussion:  
“The Way”   

 

Join us for this powerful story of 
a father who decides to travel 
the El Camino de Santiago after 
his son dies while on pilgrimage 
there.  The film is directed by 
Emilio Estevez and stars Martin 
Sheen.     

 

February 24 
  

City on a Hill:  The Hope & 
Challenge of Macon   

 

Join a panel of community 
leaders for a discussion of the 
opportunities and challenges 
facing our city.  Consider how 
Christ Church might become an 
ever more faithful partner in 
promoting renewal, justice and 
growth.   

  

Forgiveness:  From Grudges to Grace 
Feb. 14-March 20 

10 a.m. in the Cloister Room 
 

Have you ever struggled to let go of a deep seated 
anger against someone who has offended you?  Ever 
found yourself humbled by someone else’s mercy in 
the face of something you yourself have done wrong?   
Join us for this clergy-led series on forgiveness, one 
of the most freeing—and challenging—of all the 
spiritual disciplines.  Over the course of six Sundays, 
we’ll examine biblical texts on forgiveness, with a 
particular focus on what Jesus had to say on the sub-
ject.  We’ll consider what makes forgiveness so hard 
as well as what makes it so liberating.   Along the 
way, we’ll look at stories of people who have par-
doned the “unpardonable” and think about our own 
experiences with forgiveness as well.      

INFORMATION MEETING 

Join us after dinner (~6:30pm) on 
Ash Wednesday, February 10 in 
the Great Hall. This is required 
preparation for confirmation at 
the Cathedral on Sunday, April 
10, 2016. All may attend ... pre-
paring for confirmation, already 
confirmed, or any eager to learn 
more about our faith and tradi-
tion. There will be adult and 
youth parallel tracks. Come learn 
the specific requirements for 
confirmation preparation and 
sign up! 

Mercer University is hosting a series 
of panel discussions on the subject of 
“Muslims in America.”  The next pro-
gram will take place on Tuesday, 
February 9 at 6 p.m. If you are inter-
ested in attending with other Christ 
Church parishioners, please meet at 
5:50 p.m. in the lobby of Willingham 
Hall. After the program, we will have 
dinner and discussion at a Mercer 
Village restaurant. For more information, please contact the Rev. Julia Mitchener.         
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CHORISTERS The Christ Church Choristers rehearse on 
Wednesdays at 5:30 pm in the Choir Room. If your child is 
interested in joining, please contact Jonathan Poe at 
jonathan@christchurchmacon.com or 478-745-0427 ext. 134. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
MASTER’S DEGREE ORGAN RECITAL BY ORGANIST/
CHOIRMASTER JONATHAN POE— Thursday, February 4 at 
7:30 pm.  The Parish is cordially  invited to attend. A reception will 
follow in the Cloister Room. 
  

RECITAL BY  
INTERNATIONALLY-ACCLAIMED ORGANIST 
 

CHRISTA RAKICH - Friday, February 26 at 7:30 pm 
Don’t miss this opportunity to hear our magnificent Fisk organ 
played by one of the most celebrated organists in America!  This 
recital, which will include works by Bach, James Woodman, and the 
world premiere of Margaretha Christina deJong’s Fantasia on Salve 
Regina, will be part of the Mercer University Joan S. Godsey 
Keyboard Series. 
 
  

Music Ministry Prayer 

requests 

Alice, Aljean, Andrew, 
Bailey, Barbara, Betty, 
Beverly, Bill,  Bill, Bill, 
Carmen,  Charlie, Cloyd, 
Crawford, David, Doris, 
Doris, Edsel, Etta Reese, 
George, George, Katherine, 
Lynn, Malinda, Mary, 
Molly, Nina, Paula, Pete, 
Ron, Russ, Sandy, Scott, 
Sparky, Susan, Alan, Bryan, 
Cliff, Ed, Gail, Henry, 
Jenny, Jimmy, Kim, Lucille, 
Lynn, Maddox, Matthew, 
Patricia, Sandra, Sandra, 
Sibley, Suzanne Terry, 
Vivian, & Wesley. 

We pray for all those who 
serve in the military 
especially, Austin, Charlie, 
George, Owen & Terry. We 
pray for our Staff, Vestry, & 
Search Committee; and for 
those affected by severe 
weather, natural disasters, 
and civil unrest and violence 
throughout the world. We 
pray for the wholeness of the 
Anglican Communion. 
  

mailto:jonathan@christchurchmacon.com
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Ministry  

of the Month 
 

The mission of Crisis Line & 
Safe House of Central 
Georgia is to provide 
c o m m u n i t y  c r i s i s 
intervention as well as safe 
shelter, comprehensive 
support, and recovery 
services for victims of sexual 
assault and domestic 
violence, and to educate the 
community about the cycle 
of violence and its 
prevention.  
 
During the month of 
February we are accepting 
donations of the following 
items for the Crisis Line and 
Safe House of Central 
Georgia:  
 

 White towels & wash 
cloths 

 Deodorant 

 Laundry detergent 

 Paper towels 

 Lysol wipes 

 Disinfectant spray 

 Fabuloso 

 Brooms/Dust pans 

 Trash bags- tall drawstring 

 Umbrellas 

 Pajamas 

 House slippers 

 Women and Children’s 
Socks 

News from the Pews 

Volume 10, Issue 6, February 2016 

A publication of the ECW of Christ Church, Macon, Georgia 
 

  

A special THANK YOU to 
Kay Greer and Kitty Vande-
water for planning and to 
Wendy Johnson for hosting 
the annual ECW Christmas 
Party!  A wonderful time 
was had by all! 

 

Ash Wednesday Services 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Services will be held at  
8 am, 12 pm, 5:30 pm 

 & 7 pm on February 10. 

  

  

   

The Daughters of the King 
will hold a Quiet Day 
on Saturday, February 
6th. It will be led by 
our Deacon Janet Tidwell.  
Her topic will be " Justice and 
Peace."  

  

We will begin in the Cloister 
Room at 9:00 and end 
around noon. 

  

This by no means is a day of 
silence! We will have discus-
sions, prayers, and medita-
tions. There will be breakfast 
foods and drinks available be-
ginning at 8:30. Please put 
this on your calendars and 
make sure to share with a 
friend. 

Please send any announcements or information for our next newsletter to Kelly Causey  at  
causey.kelly@gmail.com or 390-9627.  Thank you! 

The logo of the ECW consists of four elements…The Cross, which symbolizes Christ and our service to him in the world; 
the Circle, which symbolizes our hope for wholeness in our lives; the Outflowing Lines, which symbolize the works of 
ECW going out into the world; and the Intertwined Lines, which symbolize our lives centered in Christ. 

Every female member of the Episcopal Church is a member of the ECW… 
we are glad you are a part of something special! 

mailto:causey.kelly@gmail.com
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 Annual Parish Picnic 

  

 

Elisabeth Von Trapp in Concert, Friday, February 19 @ 7 pm. This 
concert is free & open to the public.  
Visit  ElisabethVonTrapp.com for more information on the artist. 


