
 

Q uiet and meditative are probably not the first words that 
come to mind when thinking about the weeks leading up to 
Christmas. Busy and hectic might be a more accurate way of 

describing this time of preparation for the celebration of the 
incarnation of Christ; the birth of the one who came to redeem us 
from sin and restore our relationship with our heavenly Father. It is 
so easy to get caught up in the hustle and bustle of preparing for the 
celebration that we fail to prepare our hearts for the coming of the 
one we are celebrating. We get so caught up in the trappings of 
Christmas we fail to truly observe what it is all about.  

     By consciously observing Advent, this time of awaiting the coming 
of Christ and preparing our hearts for his coming, we are essentially 

making that room within ourselves to honor him. We are creating that sacred space in our 
lives to embrace the Holy One in the depth of our being. We carve out within ourselves the 
well that is to be filled with that Living Water of His presence within. 

     The gift of God in His Son Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word, is a free gift, a gift of grace. 
Grace is the unmerited, unearned gift of God’s love for us that comes out of the character of 
God rather than in response to something we have done. It is God’s riches at Christ’s 
expense. Yet it is a mistake to say that this gift, while free, requires nothing of us. Perhaps it 
is better put to say it calls forth a response from us. We are called to collaborate with grace. 
We collaborate with grace when we take the time to step back and honor that gift in all that 
we are and all that we do. When we remember what the season is really about and 
remember to keep the main thing the main thing—that it’s about the gift of God’s love in 
Jesus Christ not about the trappings—then all of our celebration will be truly best because 
He will be at the center of them.  We will be wrapping and exchanging gifts of love for one 
another rooted in God’s love for us rather than mere things. We will be sharing in that 
unconditional love that we have received in Jesus Christ rather than a condition laden 
agenda or set of circumstances. We will seek to do acts of kindness and generosity for 
strangers as a way of doing those things for Christ.  

     If only we would put as much time and effort into bearing Christ within in the way we 
live each day and the way we receive each person as we do into preparing for the 
celebration—then it would truly be a Christmas to remember! 

                                                                                                                          Have a Blessed Advent, 

                                                                                                             The Rev. Cynthia C. Knapp  
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December 2016 Christ Episcopal Church, Macon 

 

Children’s Ministry 

 

Wednesday, December 21 from 5:30 - 7 pm. 
 

Join us in the Great Hall for a festive evening of carol singing, 
cookie decorating and a simple children’s craft on Wednesday, De-
cember 21. Dinner will begin at 5:30 pm, with cookie decorating 
(and eating!) to follow. We’ll take requests to sing your favorite 
Christmas carols beginning at 6 pm.  

Annual St. Nicholas Celebration 
Wednesday, December 7 

5:30 pm Service in Jones Chapel 

6 pm Dinner in the Great Hall 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
 

Sunday, December 4  
10 am Costume & Role Distribution, Great Hall 

 

Sunday, December 18 
12 pm Practice for Speaking Roles 

A pizza lunch will be provided in the Cloister Room 
 

Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24th 
4 pm Participants Arrive 

4:30 pm Christmas Pageant 
 

Parent Volunteers are needed, for more information contact  
Karen Baxley: karenandwilliam@cox.net 

 

Three Kings Celebration 
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Episcopal Youth Community 

EYC ADVENT PRAYER BREAKFAST– Thursday, December 1st from 6:30 - 8 am - Hosted by The Rev. Cyn-
thia Knapp @ The Rectory, 139 Country Club Rd. -  Join us for a mini before school retreat for a prayerful begin-
ning of Advent. 

MONTHLY SUNDAY MORNING SENIOR EYC BIBLE STUDY- December 4th with The Rev. Cynthia 
Knapp @ 10 am in the  Youth Suite- Making Room for Jesus: “Finding time to grow your relationship with God  
with a busy schedule.” 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES- Sunday, December 4 and 11 @ 10 am in the Parish House Youth Suite—We have 
only two more Confirmation Classes before the holidays. Don’t miss these important sessions on World Religions 
and Sharing Our Faith. 

CHRISTMAS PARTY, GIFTS & CAROLING - Saturday, December 10th from 6 - 8:30 pm @ Providence Neigh-
borhood Clubhouse (Bass Road near I-75) - Be sure to attend this year’s EYC Christmas Party, and bring a 
wrapped White Elephant gift to share. Before we go, we’ll ago caroling in the neighborhood. We’ll have plenty of 
food, friends, and fun! 

MORNING PRAYER BREAKFAST HOLIDAY SCHEDULE- Our last prayer breakfasts for 2016 will be Thurs-
day and Friday, December 15 and 16. We’ll start back on January 12 and 13, 2017. 

OUTDOOR COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS MOVIE– Saturday, December 17th, 6:30 PM @ The Jones Center, 
265 Sheraton Boulevard (volunteer setup is @ 5:30 pm)-Tom and Elizabeth Jones are hosting an outdoor Christ-
mas movie at the Jones Center. All are welcome. Hot chocolate and goodies will be served. The movie begins and 6:30 
pm. We need volunteers to help us set up beginning at 5:30 pm. Please come help if you can. This will be a terrific 
event (and you can earn community service hours)! Remember we’ll be outside, so dress appropriately.  

 

Snapshots from EYC Weekend Lunch & Happening #66 

 

"Setting up, preparing the meal, 
and serving allows participants 
to do something tangible to 
benefit others.  In regards to our 
youth, it's amazing to witness 
how willing they are to take 
part and interact as they pre-
pared meals and served over 200 
guests.  We always talk about 
doing the work of the Church, 
and the Weekend Lunch is an 
opportunity to experience out-
reach in meaningful way!" - 
William Baxley III 
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Ministry of the  

Month: 

 
WHAT IS GIFTS FOR LIFE? 

Gifts for Life is a powerful way 
to make an impact, your gift 
will help fight poverty, 
h u n g e r  a n d  d i s e a s e 
worldwide. 

WHY GIVE NOW? 
By putting your faith into 
act ion,  Gi f t s  fo r  L i f e 
empowers both individuals 
and communities all over the 
world to transform their 
lives. It is truly the gift that 
keeps on giving.   

SPREAD THE WORD 
With each gift you purchase, 
you'll receive a gift card or E-
card announcing you have 
made a generous gift in 
honor of a loved one and 
now you can share the news 
via Facebook and Twitter. 

PICK UP YOUR CATALOG  
Catalogs are available in the 
Narthex. 

(ERD is  the National/
International outreach arm of 
the Episcopal Church.) 

Snapshots From  

the Brotherhood of Saint Andrew 

& Daughters of the King Meeting  

Music Ministry 

Diocesan Confirmation Service 
Sunday, December 11 from 4 - 6 pm  

@ The Cathedral of St. Philip 
 

The Christ Church Choir will be leading service music and singing Anthems for 
this year's Service of Confirmation. 
 

Christmas Eve Music 
Saturday, December 24 @ 10 pm 

 

“Our music for Christmas Eve this year will feature works 
for solo harp and a selection of carols for the organ. Betsy 
Fitzgerald will be joining us once again to share her musi-
cal talents on the harp. She earned a Bachelor of Music in 
Harp Performance from the Eastman School of Music at 
the University of Rochester, one of the nation’s top music 
conservatories, and studied harp performance at the grad-
uate level at the University of Cincinnati’s College-
Conservatory of Music. She also holds a Masters Degree in Arts Administration 
from Goucher College (Towson, MD). She has performed throughout Georgia and 
the Southeast including Atlanta, Macon, Savannah, St. Simons Island, Hilton Head 
and Destin. Betsy Fitzgerald is a highly sought-after harpist specializing in solo 
and chamber music performances as well as special outreach and school music pro-
grams. She has performed with orchestras in the US, South Korea and Japan and 
has appeared as a soloist with orchestras including the Syracuse Symphony Or-
chestra, the Kunitachi Symphony Orchestra (Japan), Seoul String Orchestra (S. 
Korea), Sinfonia Gulf Coast (Destin, Florida) and the Chamber Orchestra of East-
man (Rochester, New York).  One of her specialties is performing with studio or-
chestras and her favorite performances include working with Audra McDonald, 
Natalie Cole, Doc Severinsen, Steve Vai and Paige O’Hara. She lives in Macon with 
her husband Keith and their daughter Isabel. I look forward to welcoming her back 
to Christ Church.” 

 

Christmas Lessons & Carols 
Sunday, January 1 @ 11 am 

(We will not have an 8 am or 9 am service on New Year’s Day) 
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Prayer 

requests 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Andrew, Alice, Bailey, 
Beverly, Bill, Bill, Bill, 
Bonnie, Carmen, Carolyn, 
Charlie, Chuck, Crawford, 
David, Deitz, Eddie, 
George, George, Hannah, 
Helen, Jack, Jeffery, Kelly, 
Lawrence, Lynn, Malinda, 
Margaret, Margarete, Mary, 
Millie, Molly, Nina, Peter, 
Scott, Sparky, Susan, Alan, 
Angela, Bailee, Beth, Brady, 
Bobby, Cole,  Colin, 
Deborah, Ed, Felecia, Gail, 
Gene, Henry, Jim, Joann, 
Julie, Justin, Larry, Larry, 
Lil la , Luci l le, Lynn, 
Maddox, Maggie, Matthew, 
Richard, Saville, Suzanne, 
Tommy, and the Talbert 
Family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We pray for all those who 
serve in the military 
especially, Allen, Austin, 
Brian, Caylee, Charlie, 
George, Owen, Regis, & 
Terry. We pray for our 
Staff, Vestry, & for our new 
Rector Cynthia. We pray for 
the students & staff of St. 
Marc’s School in Trouin, 
Haiti. We pray for those 
affected by severe weather, 
natural disasters, civil 
unrest,  and violence 
throughout the world. We 
pray for the wholeness of the 
Anglican Communion. We 
pray for our Ministries of the 
Month: The Angel Tree & 
Gifts for Life. 

Adult Christian Education 

Sunday, December 4 @ 5:00 pm  

We will have a Healing Service in recognition that many people who are struggling 
with an illness or the loss of a loved one find the holidays particularly difficult. The 
readings, message, and music will all be based on the theme of healing and individu-
al prayer for healing for yourself or on behalf of someone else will be available at one 
of several prayer stations following Communion. Please spread the word to anyone 
you know who might benefit from this ministry. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL  
THE JOURNEY: WALKING THE 
ROAD TO BETHLEHEM  
November 27th - December 18  
@ 10 am in the Cloister Room 
Led by The Rev. Joseph Shippen &  
The Rev. Cynthia C. Knapp 
 

This four week class, will be based on the book 
The Journey; Walking the Road to Bethlehem by 
Adam Hamilton. While participants are wel-
come and encouraged to purchase the book and 
read it independently, a presentation will be 
made each week with a discussion that does not 
require having read the book. The Rev. Joseph 

Shippen will teach the first two weeks: The story of Mary and the story of Jo-
seph respectively. The Rev. Cynthia Knapp will teach the second two weeks: 
Mary's visit to Elizabeth and the birth in Bethlehem. People are welcome to 
come to any weeks they are available. 

Special HeAling Worship service 
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News from the Pews 

 Volume 11, Issue 4, December 2016 

A publication of the ECW of Christ Church, Macon, Georgia 

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 

Daughters of the King will sponsor an Advent Quiet Day. 
It will be held on Saturday, December 3rd, in the Cloister 
Room. 
  

The meeting will be led by Ann Smith. The topic of the Qui-
et Day will be Waiting as Resistance: The Disruption and Hope of 
Advent. 
  

Ann Smith is a spiritual director, retreat leader and certified 
labyrinth facilitator whose office is located at Vineville Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Macon, Georgia. She is the author 
of Written on My Heart, a daily devotional book based on a 
one-year Bible reading plan and blogs on matters of faith and 
discipleship. A graduate of the Academy for Spiritual For-
mation, Ann received her certification in spiritual direction 
at Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist Univer-
sity.  
 

 The schedule for the day is as follows: 
8:30-9:00 coffee & visit 
9:00-9:45 Session one 

9:45-10:30 break/reflection time 

10:30-12:00 Sharing out of reflection time, Session two 

12:00-lunch  
You may bring a sandwich for lunch. There will 
also be snacks available.  
  

Ann's book, Written on My Heart, will be available 
for purchase.  
  

All women of the church are invited. 
  
  
ECW CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Christmas is coming!  Our ECW Christmas 
Party will be Sunday, December 11th from 5:00 
– 7:00 pm at Mary Marbut's home at 4978 Wel-
lington Drive.  Food and drink will be provid-
ed!  We are asking everybody to bring a toy, a 
book or canned goods to help brighten Christ-
mas for those who have less than we do!  See 
you there! 

 Please send any announcements or information for our next newsletter to Kelly Causey  at causey.kelly@gmail.com or 390-9627.  Thank you! 

EARLY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY- Wednesdays @ 9 am, hosted by The Rev. Cynthia Knapp, @ The Recto-
ry, 139 Country Club Rd.– Join us as we study the book of Acts. Newcomers are welcome! (Will not meet on Decem-
ber 21 & 28 due to the Holidays)  

WISE WOMEN BIBLE STUDY – Wednesdays @10:45 am in the Davis Room taught by The Rev. Cynthia C. 
Knapp– You are invited to join us as we continue our discussion on The Fruit of the Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, 
Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Goodness, & Self-control. (Will not meet on December 21&  28 due to the Holidays)  

SHINE BEFORE THE GRIND- Wednesday, December 14th, from 6-am - 7am hosted by Elizabeth McCain, 
105 Turnberry Park– All women are invited to gather for study group and fellowship before the day begins.  We 
will be discussing Anne Lamott's book on prayer, Help, Thanks, Wow.  You do not need to have read the book to join 
us.  For more information, please email sjcmaddux@gmail.com, elizabeth@elizabethschorr.com, or elizabeth-
mccain@gmail.com.   

THE GIFT OF GAB WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY ON THE BOOK OF ESTHER - Every other Thursday, from 
5:30– 7 pm- December 1, hosted by Molly Muse, 4987 Wesleyan Woods Dr. &  December 15 , hosted by 
Betsy Hatcher, 209 Rutledge Way - Join us for this new bible study on the book of Esther that was founded by a 
group of working women of Christ Church. The study will be held every other week and will be hosted by a mem-
ber of the group each session. Dates and locations have been uploaded to our parish calendar, which can be found 
on the website, or you may contact the parish office for more information. All women are welcome to attend! 

mailto:causey.kelly@gmail.com
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 Christmas Memorial Flowers 
Please list the names of loved ones as you would like them listed in the   

Christmas Memorial Flowers Bulletin. 
 

Return this form and a check with  
Christmas Memorial Flowers in the memo line to the parish office by  

Sunday, December 18. 

   

In Memory of 
 _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 
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December’s Ministries of the Month are: The Angel Tree & Episcopal 
Relief & Development’s Gifts for Life. The Macon Rescue Mission has provided 
us with a list of needy families who need help buying gifts for their children this 
Christmas. Please select a card from the “Angel Tree” in the Narthex if you would like to 
participate. Details on Episcopal Relief & Developments Gifts for Life program can be 
found on page 4. Catalogs are available in the Narthex. 

Christmas Worship Schedule 
CHRISTMAS EVE, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 

4:30 pm Children’s Christmas Pageant 

10 pm Special Christmas Music 

Harp & Organ  

10:30  pm Festal Holy Eucharist  

 

CHRISTMAS DAY,  MONDAY, DECEMBER 25 

11 am Christmas Day Eucharist 


