
 

D espite  the 
secular claim 
on Halloween, 

our tradition continues to 
recognize the Celtic roots 
of All Hallows' Eve and 

the solemnity of All Saints' Day. While 
popular culture continues to alter the 
traditions and meaning of Christmas, our 
faith holds true to the reason for the 
season and celebrates God's incarnation in 
Jesus Christ. I propose we as the Church 
now stake our claim on the focal holiday of 
November, Thanksgiving. 

 I know. Thanksgiving is not a 
"Christian" Holy Day. I learned my 
elementary history, and understand all the 
references to pilgrims, indians, and a great 
feast day. I am also well aware of the more 
modern traditions of parades, football, 
overeating, and enduring in-laws. I am 
reminded of my US-centric mindset when 
I talk to my international friends in 
November and mention Thanksgiving. In 
fact, we should perhaps examine our 
complicity in Thanksgiving, the precursor 
of mistreatment of people of color ... 
American Natives, South American, and 
African. Nevertheless, Thanksgiving is a 
holiday Christians should claim. Not for 
the Mayflower, pilgrims and turkey, but 
for giving thanks. We are very familiar 
with giving thanks. 

 We practice and participate in 
giving thanks every week in the Eucharist. 

The greek eucharistia (εύχάριστος) means 
to give thanks, or thanksgiving. As the 
word is often used in the New Testament, 
God is explicitly or implicitly the recipient 
of  thanksgiving.  Eucharist,  or 
thanksgiving, is considered the quality 
indicative of appropriate attitude toward a 
benefactor. Each time we celebrate 
Eucharist, we are giving thanks. The 
conversation between priest and 
congregation and God in our Eucharistic 
prayers begins with the sursum corda ("lift 
up your hearts"). The priest proclaims, 
"Let us give thanks to the Lord our God." 
The people agree, proclaiming, "It is right 
to give him thanks and praise!" Eucharist 
is more than a remembering of a past 
event. We are recalling that which we are 
thankful for, and also participating with 
the communion of saints in a timeless 
heavenly banquet. This is a foretaste of 
God's promise which is both hoped for 
and fulfilled. We are a people of giving 
thanks. 

 During November, it is common to 
recount blessings and all that we are 
thankful for. In listing all that we are 
thankful for, we must acknowledge there 
is One we must be thankful to. As 
Christians, we cannot separate these. In 
our life of faith, the Eucharist is one 
response to the grace of God revealed 
through the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. One day each year cannot 
contain  al l  our 
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“In listing all 
that we are 

thankful for, 
we must 

acknowledge 
there is One 
we must be 

thankful to. ”  
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Children’s Ministry 

Sundays @ 10 am 
 

BIBLE STORY  
& CHILDREN’S  

CHAPEL 
2 K & 3K,  
Downstairs 
Teachers 

 Mary Robinson, 
Walker & Tori Stewart 

 

 GODLY PLAY I 
4K - K 

Downstairs 
Teachers 

Suzanne Shippen & Karen Baxley  
 

GODLY PLAY II 
1st - 3rd Grade  

Upstairs 
Teachers 

Elizabeth McCain & Helen Stewart  
 

 GODLY PLAY III 
4th-5th Grade  

Upstairs 
Teachers 

Laura Evans & Vicky Cork  

ST. NICHOLAS PARTY 
Wednesday, December 2nd 

gratitude. The appropriate attitude toward our benefactor elicits a much greater 
response. 

 Thanksgiving can be a time to examine our response to God in other areas of 
our life. The stewardship campaign happens to fall near this time of year. We 
understand all gifts to come from God, and our offering of time, talent, and treasure 
is our response. Our return of these blessings should not be from obligation or guilt, 
but are an oblation and sacrifice, as we state in the Eucharistic prayers. 
Opportunities abound for each of us to participate in the many kingdom building 
ministries of Christ Church. Our in-reach and outreach help build community and 
reconcile ourselves to God and each other through Christ. Through worship, 
fellowship, formation, children's and youth activities, and more, we are invited and 
encouraged to care for others as Christ taught us. Of course, financial stewardship 
is also necessary to support the ministries to which we and Christ Church have 
been called. In a common blessing of gifts brought forward at the Offertory, the 
priest states, "Of Thine own have we given Thee." Large and small, all gifts of time, 
talent, and treasure offered to God are blessed as our response to God's gifts to and 
blessing of us. All gifts are valuable to God. 

 Celebrate Thanksgiving with both thanks and giving. A popular saying is 
"Give until it hurts." The gospel challenges us to go further, and "Give until it feels 
good." Paul said it best ... 

 "Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you 
with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, 
you may share abundantly in every good work." - 2 Cor 9:7-8 

         Bryan Hinson+  

 

Thanks. Giving. (Continued) 

Who are these  
like Stars Appearing?   

An All Saints’ Day Celebration for  
Children and their Families 

 

November 1 
10 am  

Great Hall  
 

Please join us for storytelling, crafts, music and refreshments in honor of one of the 
great feasts of the Church Year.    
 

Children are encouraged to bring a picture of themselves as well as of any special 
loved ones who have died.  Note:  Pictures will be used in a craft that will involve cutting, so 
please don’t bring photos that are irreplaceable.  
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Sundays @ 10 am 
 

Youth meet at 10 am in the EYC 

room to catch up, pray, share, 

and learn together. This is a 

great way to prepare for 

confirmation.

Begins November 3 

Hosted by the Hatcher’s 

660 Crawford Rd. 

7 pm—8:30 pm 

Join us for EYC on Tuesday 

evenings from 7:00-8:30 for 

heavy snacks, a time to hangout 

and catch up with each other, 

and more. Come as you are from 

practice, rehearsal, whatever. 

Bring friends. All are welcome. 

 

  

Tuesdays 

@ Jittery Joe’s  

Mercer Village  

7 am 
 

Thursdays 

@ Chick-Fil-A  

on Zebulon Rd.  

6:30 am  

  

EYC Room  

6:45 pm 
  

Join us in the EYC Room after 

Wednesday night dinner each 

week. Come play & pray with us!

  

HAPPENING 64 All high school sophomores, juniors, and seniors are encouraged 
to attend HAPPENING 64, a spiritual retreat designed just for you! The event will 
take place November 20-22 (Friday-Sunday) at Camp Mikell in Toccoa, and as 
always, there are no words to describe what an amazing weekend it will be! 
Happening is a powerful experience you'll remember for a lifetime. All high school 
students deserve to "happen" before they graduate. Make plans now. Register 
online at www.eycdioatl.org. For more information, contact John Mark, Hope, or 
any youth who have been before.  

HOLIDAY WREATH SALE The EYC is taking 
orders for holiday wreaths made from beautiful, 
fresh, New England evergreens. A family-owned 
company on the coast of Maine employs local 
residents who create each wreath by hand and ship 
the orders immediately for freshness that lasts 
throughout the holiday season. In addition to 
acquiring a well-crafted product, the purchase of a 
wreath provides much-needed income to seasonal 
workers - many of whom are fishermen who would 
otherwise be out of work during the winter season - 
and supports the Christ Church EYC as well. These 

wreaths add a special touch to home decor and make perfect gifts for relatives, 
friends and clients alike. There is no additional charge for the cost of shipping to 
addresses anywhere in the country. Order online at the church website or with 
forms available from members of the youth group, in Christ Church Central, and 
the Church Office. 

ANGLICAN ADVENTURE 2016 All students in grades 8-12 are invited to be a 
part of the 2016 Anglican Adventure to London and Canterbury. Join others from 
Christ Church on this memorable sacred journey to explore our religious heritage 
and strengthen our relationships with God and others. Trip dates are June 9-18, 
and applications are being accepted. The application and a $250 deposit is due by 
Wednesday, January 13. For more information, contact John Mark or Hope, and 
visit the church website. 

 

Episcopal Youth Community 

http://www.eycdioatl.org
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From the Deacon 

 “My Onion Sack”  

Back in the fall of 2008 when Ben and I both left our careers to go to Seminar, I 
had a little time on my hands.  So, I volunteered to work with the Food Pantry 
at St. Gregory’s of Nyssa in San Francisco.  Our own Christ Church College stu-
dents spent some time there this last summer.  The pantry works much like our 
Weekend Lunch.  The ministry is served right in the middle of church.  Actual-
ly, the free market area surrounds the Altar.   

On my first day, I was assigned to set up a produce station.  Sara Miles, the di-
rector, (I recommend her book, Take this Bread.) told me to set it up as if I were 
working for a high end market.  She took great care in creating a space to honor 
all who we served.  Before we opened the doors to the clients, we were offered 
to do a little shopping for ourselves.  I quickly realized that most of the volun-
teers were actually clients.  They had a custom of brining their own shopping 
bags. This being my first day, I was unprepared.  At first, I told one of the volun-
teers that I really didn’t need to shop.  But, I am afraid I almost offended their 
hospitality.  So, one of the volunteers help me find a discarded onion sack to 
hold my share of groceries.   

I had taken public transportation.  So, I was stuck with carrying my items home 
with me in a beat up onion sack.  As I was waiting for the BART, I began to ob-
serve myself in my mind’s eye.  I was wearing old working clothes.  I hadn’t 
shaved in days.  And, I was standing by a bus stop with an onion sack full of 
food. At that, a kind person came up and spoke to me.  He had just been shop-
ping at Trader Joe’s.  While making small talk, he offered some of his pasta to go 
with the tomatoes he saw in my bag and wouldn’t let me refuse his offer.  He 
then said something like, ‘this economic downturn is hitting us all a little hard’, 
as he waved good bye and caught his bus.  Waving back, I wanted to correct 
him and say, “But, I’m not poor!”  Then it hit me.  As I was standing there with 
my free food, I realized that Ben and I actually will have no real income for at 
least three years.    

Sometimes we are not all aware of the signs of transitions that are happing right 
in front of our eyes.  We can notice some changes that take place.  But, we tend 
to think that these changes can’t possible affect us.  But, they do.  In the Gospel 
reading (John 11:32-44) from “All Saints’ Day”, Jesus felt an almost overwhelm-
ing state of mind and weep when learning of his friend Lazarus’ death.  This 
chapter in John serves as one of the turning points in Jesus’ ministry – a transi-

 

 

Ministries 

of the  

Month: 

 

Socks for 

flocks  

& 

The Giving tree 

There are two Ministries of 

the Month for November. 

For the first, we will once 

again stuff Agnus Dei with 

Socks for Flocks. Socks will 

be collected and distributed 

to the homeless at the 

annual Christmas Party 

which will be held at First 

Presbyteri an  Church. 

Through a trust left by the 

Dobby Nathaniel estate a 

hot meal will be provided to 

those attendees.  

 

The second Ministry of the 

Month will be the Giving 

Tree. Names of children 

will be given us by the 

Rescue Mission of Middle 

Georgia for Christmas gifts. 

These names will be placed 

on trees in the parish house 

and Narthex as in previous 

years. 

  

  

Continued on next page 
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Prayer 

requests 

Bailey, Barbara, Beth, 
Beverly, Bill,  Bill, Carmen,  
Carolyn, Cloyd, Connie, 
Crawford, David, Doris, 
Etta Reese, George, 
George, Hazel, Jeffery,  
Jenny, John, Lynn, Malinda, 
Molly, Nina, Pete, Russ, 
Scott, Sparky, Susan, Alan, 
Cliff, Ed, Gail, Jimmy, 
Juanita, Harriette, Maddox, 
Matthew, Ruby, Sean, & 
Suzanne. 

We pray for all those who 
serve in the military 
especially, Austin, Charlie, 
George, Owen & Terry. 
We pray for our Staff, 
V e s t r y ,  &  S e a r c h 
Committee; and for those 
affected by severe weather, 
natural disasters, and civil 
unrest. 
 

Give Thanks with Appleton: The Oldest Outreach 

Ministry in the Atlanta Diocese 

A Food Drive for the Macon Convocation   

For more than 120 years, parishes throughout middle Georgia celebrated Thanks-
giving by bringing special gifts of food to the girls at Appleton Church Home.  
After Appleton shifted its mission from residential programs to broader outreach 
in the community in 1991, this generous outpouring of food ended.     

Today, we as parishes support many causes that offer food to those in need.  Ap-
pleton Episcopal Ministries helps to support those efforts as well.  This Novem-
ber, in commemoration of the historical food offering to Appleton Church Home 
that began in 1870, we are asking all of the parishes in the Macon Convocation to 
help us make a special offering of food to all of the food banks that serve our local 
communities.  In addition, to bring even wider awareness to Appleton’s role as a 
diocesan ministry, we are extending this food drive to include all of the youth at-
tending Annual Council 2015.  Food collected by the youth will go to The Place in 
Forsyth, located in the Northeast Metro Convocation, which is hosting this 
year’s council meeting.   

Appleton board representatives will make announcements about the convoca-
tional food drive during your worship services and provide notices for your ser-
vice bulletins to encourage parishioners to open their pantries and their grocery 
baskets to collect food items to share with others in our communities.  These of-
ferings of food can then be distributed by your parishes in your name and in the 
name of Appleton Episcopal Ministries to the food bank or food charity of your 
choice.  Appleton board members will be there to help at every step of this pro-
cess and will share photographs of this project with all of the parishes in our con-
vocation.   

Culminating all of these efforts will be the special plate offering collected at each 
of the parishes in the Atlanta Diocese for Appleton Episcopal Ministries on the 
Sunday before or after Thanksgiving or at a Thanksgiving service, as outlined in 
Canon 24.  This yearly offering has taken place since 1880 and provides diocesan-
wide support for Appleton’s ministries.  

tion.  In this reading, John is providing 
us with sings of things to come; Jesus’ 
death, resurrection, and ascension.  
John’s story of raising Lazarus from the 
dead is a clever way of foretelling Jesus’ 
own story.  Therefore, the miracle can 
serve as a sign to help us live into the 
transition of what is to come; to provide 
a spiritual path for our journey or pil-
grimage into becoming who God sees us 
to be.  While we find ourselves living 
into the transition of ministry here at 

Christ Church, it can be helpful to un-
derstand how difficult transitions can 
really be.  The good news is that we can 
also be mindful of whom we are in com-
munity and how we lead each other into 
our journey in faith with one another as 
we at Christ Church becomes who God 
see us to be.  

Grace and Peace  

The Rev. Arthur W. Villarreal 

From the Deacon (Continued) 
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November Music Events 
 

CHORAL EVENSONG for ALL SAINTS’ DAY  
November 1 at 5:00 pm 
Evensong is one of the great treasures of the Anglican tradition.  Please 
join us for this beautiful service as we remember those who have gone 
before us.  A reception will follow. Childcare will be provided. 
 

Special music during November at the 11:00 liturgy 
 

11/1      Anthems:  And I saw a new heaven by Edgar Bainton  
      and a Russian Chant-The Beatitudes 
            Organ music: Litanies by Jehan Alain 
 

11/8     Anthem:  Jesus, Gentle Savior by Levine 
            Susan Pavoni and Ruby Stillions, soloists 
 

11/15    Music for violin and organ  
     (Levi Mitze from the McDuffie Center for Strings at Mercer University) 
            Anthem:  Ave verum corpus by Alexandre Guilmant 
 

11/22  Christ the King Sunday 
            Anthem:  Awake the trumpet's lofty sound by G.F. Handel 
            Organ music:  Choral II in B minor by Franck and Final  
       from Symphonie III by Vierne 
            Communion anthem sung by the CHRIST CHURCH CHORISTERS 
            (Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester by L.J. White) 
 

11/29  First Sunday of Advent 
            Anthem:  Prepare Your Hearts by Jacob Handl 
  

Make plans to attend . . . 
  

ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS—Sunday, December 13 at 11:00 am 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE—December 24 at 11:00 pm  
(Special music for choir and organ beginning at 10:30 pm) 
 

RECITAL BY JONATHAN POE-Friday, February 4 at 7:30 pm  
 

Music Ministry  

 

Celebration 

Sunday is 

November 15 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dinner is Catered by 

Harpin’s Restaurant  

at 6:15 pm 

Cost is $5/person 

Programs are at 6:45 pm 

 

“A House Built 
on Solid Rock” 

Join us in the  

Great Hall  

following the  

11 am service  

for a luncheon  

in celebration of our 

Annual Stewardship 

Campaign.  

 

Please prayerfully consider 

your financial commitment 

to Christ Church and 

remember to turn in your 

2016 pledge card in to the 

parish office.  
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Wonderful 

Wednesdays  
 

Dinner is Catered by 

Harpin’s Restaurant  

at 6:15 pm 

Cost is $5/person 

Programs are at 6:45 pm 

 

November 4 

No Wonderful 

Wednesday  

due to  

Garden Gate Setup 

 

November 11  

Book Signing & Talk by 

Dena Hobbs 

author of  

Lighten the Darkness:  

An Advent Journey 

through Hope. 

 

November 18  

We Gather Together:  

An Evening of  

Celebration & Service  

in anticipation of 

Thanksgiving   

 

Thanksgiving 

Eve  

November 25 

No Wonderful 

Wednesday  

due to  

the holiday 

Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Cloister Room 
 
Sunday, Nov. 1—For All the Saints (Including a 
Few You’ve Never Heard Of).  Join us on one of the 
Church’s biggest feast days for an inspiring, informa-
tive and sometimes quirky look at the personalities of 
the men and women who make up our church calendar 
of saints.  Learn how Episcopalians in the Macon Con-
vocation are working to get some of our own ancestors 
in faith recognized for their service and devotion.        
 
Sunday, Nov. 8—Doing December Differently.  Have you ever felt letdown or 
stressed out by the season of hope and joy—exhausted by social commitments, 
frazzled by your children’s wish lists, sad that a special loved one won’t be at the 
dinner table this year?  If so, then this is the class for you.  We’ll discuss methods 
for heading into the holidays with more reasonable expectations, ways of focusing 
on the “reason for the season” while not eschewing aspects of the secular celebra-
tion we enjoy and some strategies for staying sane through it all.  Special attention 
will be given to the traditions of Advent.        

 
Sunday, November 15, 22—Come, ye Thankful 
People, Come:  Cultivating the Spiritual Disci-
pline of Gratitude.  The holiday we call 
“Thanksgiving” may last for only a day, but the 
practice of being grateful is a good one to adopt 
throughout the year.  Studies show that people 
who make a habit of recalling life’s blessings are not 
only happier but healthier.  Being grateful also 
tends to deepen a person’s relationship with God 
and strengthen connections with friends, family, 
neighbors and the whole creation.  Come learn tips 
for cultivating this important spiritual discipline as 
we explore biblical passages and writings by Chris-
tians from throughout the ages.      

 
Sunday, November 29—Annual Advent 
Wreath Making in the Great Hall.  Children 
and adults, families and individuals, parishion-
ers, visitors in town for Thanksgiving— all are 
invited to join in creating a beautiful Advent 
wreath to take home.  Supplies will be provided 
(donations accepted to help offset costs).  We’ll 
have a short lesson on the symbolism of the Ad-
vent wreath, plus enjoy refreshments, seasonal 
music and and a few simple children’s crafts. There will be Advent devotional ma-
terials to take home, including a special activity book for families with children 
ages 2-10.   

Adult Christian Formation 
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