
 

N o mistake. 
T h a t ' s 
what I 

meant. At the risk 
of popping up on a 
Homeland Security 
list, I did actually 
intend the word 
"revolution." So 

many of us are making New Year's 
Resolutions. Probably few of us are 
actually keeping them. Some of the most 
popular resolutions include eat less, 
exercise more, lose weight, spend less, 
save more, organize your life, quit 
smoking, get more sleep, and reduce 
stress. The difficulty many have keeping 
resolutions and achieving these goals may 
have something to do with the approach. 
We choose a date on the calendar that, 
other than being the first of the year, is no 
different than any other day. Then we 
expect to achieve something at a specific 
point in time, when our goal is inherently 
ongoing. Look back at the most popular 
resolutions list. All of them are specific 
goals that once achieved are usually 
abandoned. No wonder so many fail to 
keep their promises to themselves. 

 I propose we consider the New 
Year's Revolution. A revolution can be 
defined as an overthrow, sometimes 
forceable, of a social order in favor of a 
new system. That could work. Such a 
revolution might be needed to align our 
world with the Kingdom of God, but it's 

tough to measure how well we are 
achieving such a goal. Besides, the coming 
of God's Kingdom will have more to do 
with God, less with us. Our part is to be 
prepared. Perhaps another kind of 
revolution ... 

 Revolution can also mean turning, 
or turning around. If we are unhappy with 
something in our lives, whether the 
tightness of the belt or the depth of human 
despair, loneliness, and suffering, turning 
to something different is in order. Turning 
around is our sense of repentance, where 
we turn away from sin and Godlessness, 
and turn toward right relationship with 
God and alignment with God's will in our 
lives. We are called to constantly seek 
God and allow God to be our guide. Like 
the wise men following the star, we have a 
single goal. Our purpose is to reconcile 
ourselves to God and each other through 
Jesus Christ. If the world participated in a 
revolution that turned all toward God, 
what a world it would be! 

 So what do we do about our 
weight, or bank account, messy house, or 
any other area of our lives we wish to 
improve? The wise men dropped 
everything to seek the newborn king. They 
could not resist offering their attention, 
adoration, and allegiance. Perhaps this 
year, and every year hence forth, we seek 
unity with God's will in our lives. This 
will often require dropping everything. 
God's will, our will, and the will of the 
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“Revolution, 
turning to God, 
is the one focus 
in our life that 

changes all  
others. It is not 
once and done. 

We all fail from 
time to time, and 
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Children’s Ministry 

Sundays @ 10 am 
 

BIBLE STORY  
& CHILDREN’S  

CHAPEL 
2 K & 3K,  
Downstairs 
Teachers 

 Mary Robinson, 
Walker & Tori Stewart 

 

 GODLY PLAY I 
4K - K 

Downstairs 
Teachers 

Suzanne Shippen & Karen Baxley  
 

GODLY PLAY II 
1st - 3rd Grade  

Upstairs 
Teachers 

Elizabeth McCain & Helen Stewart  
 

 GODLY PLAY III 
4th-5th Grade  

Upstairs 
Teachers 

Laura Evans & Vicky Cork  

Three Kings 

Celebration 

 

Feast of the Epiphany 

January 6, 2016 

 
5:30- service in Jones’ Chapel 

6:00- dinner in Great Hall 

to include King cake and  

activities for all ages. 

 
*Please bring a package of diapers in honor of the Christ Child  

for the new Middle Georgia Convocation Diaper Ministry. 

world are often in conflict. When we remove the voices 
that are not God, we experience a new perspective. We 
might understand our bodies as created in God's image, 
as the hands and feet of God in the world, and a temple 
through which others might encounter God. That is real 
motivation to lose weight, stay healthy, and get fit. We 
might understand our talents and earnings as blessings 
from God which are to be shared to care for others. That 
is real motivation to keep our financial matters in order 
and give generously of both money and time to the 
mission and ministry of church. We might understand 

our relationship to God and others as our primary 
concern. That is real motivation to participate in our 
church community to worship, learn, fellowship, and 
serve. 

 Revolution, turning to God, is the one focus in 
our life that changes all others. It is not once and done. 
We all fail from time to time, and must turn around 
again. It is a life-long pursuit, but constant turning 
toward God is a change in purpose that makes life worth 
living.        
                 Bryan+ 

 

From the Curate (Continued) 
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ANNUAL DYC RETREAT - Friday-Sunday, January 8-10 at Camp Mikell The 
Diocesan Youth Committee (DYC) Retreat is hosted at Camp Mikell each year 
and is for all youth in grades 6-12 from churches across the Diocese. The theme of 
DYC changes each year, and the weekend is always an exciting, laid back time of 
friends, music, worship, games and more! Cost is just $100 and includes everything 
for the entire weekend. Register online today at eycdioatl.org. 

NEW BEGINNINGS 35- Students in grades 6, 7, 
and 8, are encouraged to attend NEW 
BEGINNINGS 35, a renewal retreat for middle 
school students at Camp Mikell February 5-7. 
New Beginnings is a weekend filled with friends, 
fun, games and more. Plus, the food at Camp 
Mikell is terrific! For more information and to 
register, visit www.eycdioatl.org.  

ANGLICAN ADVENTURE 2016 - All students in grades 8-12 are invited to be a 
part of the 2016 Anglican Adventure to London and Canterbury. Join others from 
Christ Church on this memorable sacred journey to explore our religious heritage 
and strengthen our relationships with God and others. Trip dates are June 9-18, 
and applications are being accepted. The application and a $250 deposit is due by 
Sunday, February 21. For more information, contact John Mark and visit the 
church website. 

CONGRATULATIONS HOPE! WE WILL MISS YOU. Christ Church’s own 
Hope Hutchins will be leaving us to accept a position as Minister to Children, 
Families and Youth at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Chattanooga, TN. We wish 
you the best, and pray that God will richly bless your ministry with the good 
people of St. Paul’s. Go with God! 

 

Episcopal Youth Community 
  

 

Sundays @ 10 am 
 

Youth meet at 10 am in the EYC 
room to catch up, pray, share, 
and learn together. This is a great 
way to prepare for confirmation.

Beginning January 12 
(Location TBA) 
7 pm—8:30 pm 

 

Join us for EYC on Tuesday 
evenings from 7:00-8:30 for 
heavy snacks, a time to hangout 
and catch up with each other, and 
more. Come as you are from 
practice, rehearsal, whatever. 
Bring friends. All are welcome. 

 
  

Tuesdays 
Beginning January 12 

@ Jittery Joe’s  
Mercer Village  

7 am 
 

Thursdays 
Beginning January 7 

@ Chick-Fil-A  
on Zebulon Rd.  

6:30 am  

  

Left: EYC Members 

Christmas Caroling 

 

Right: Christ Church 

College Christmas Party 

http://www.eycdioatl.org
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From the Deacon 

 “Adoration”  

 Some time back I wrote about an experience while on tour at the 
Hermitage in Saint Petersburg, Russia.  I had completed an art pilgrimage to 
stand (dance) before one of my favorite works of art, The Dance, by Matisse.  
Since I had made it that far, I couldn’t leave such a palace without discover-
ing more works of art.  I had recently learned of the collection of art that was 
studied and revered by the Pre-Raphaelites of the mid 19th century.  While 
the Pre-Raphaelite artists established an art form, their creations were a re-
flection of the master works form earlier centuries.  It’s funny how a study 
from an art movement led me to appreciate origins of the art, rather than the 
art form itself.   

 The Pre-Raphaelites sought to build on the full natural sense of the 
works found in the Renaissance and Early Netherlandish paintings.  Rem-
brandt’s, The Adoration of the Magi that is part of the collection at the Her-
mitage is a good example.   There wasn’t a guard rail or velvet rope in front 
the art piece.  So, I felt a freedom to gain a closer look.  I was warned by our 
translator and friend, Anna, that the little Russian women standing around 
in the galleries were actually museum volunteers.  She said that they would 
act accordingly if I got too close.  I noticed them in the distance.  But, they 
looked more like peasant women.  And, I am afraid I didn’t give them their 
due, at first.  As I was leaning in closer to study the shadows and light in how 
Rembrandt told this story by placing each Magi in different stages of their 
adoration, one of the women spoke toward me in Russian.  Anna told me 
that she said ‘I must move back’.  I couldn’t take my eyes off the expressions 
of each character and how the color and detail gave a natural glow to all the 
movement.  It’s such an active piece of art!  At the third announcement from 
the Russian woman who was moving closer toward me at the time, Anna 
again translated in a more discerned voice, ‘She said, move back!’  At that, 
this cute little Russian woman, whom looked to be a sweet mother of a per-
son, reached back with a swing, cupped her hand, and spanked me; dead cen-
ter of my bottom.   

 Lesson learned.  Don’t get too close!  Also, action is not just move-
ment.  It can become A Movement.  In the Epiphany story, ‘Adoration’ is just 
a small part of the story and the actions taken by the Magi.  The Magi are ac-
tually extreme characters of the story in that they themselves are not Jewish.  
Rembrandt carefully exhibited this in their dress and position in action.  
Even as a baby, before he could quote the Prophets, Jesus was calling folks 
into action.  I believe the Magi, in their adoration understood the call to 
breakdown the cultural walls that divides people and races.  There is A 
Movement that we can take part of in the Epiphany.   And, that movement 
(action) underscores the truth we can find in Jesus and God’s call to live in 
solidarity.  So much so, that we can find ourselves getting closer than we can 
ever imagine.  

Grace and Peace  

The Rev. Arthur W. Villarreal 

 

 
 

"The Adoration of the Magi"  

by Rembrandt  

The Hermitage Museum,  

St. Petersburg, Russia.  

“The moment I saw it 

in person, I had to get 

closer to absorb the 

natural light and  

colors of the story...I 

couldn’t take my eyes 

off the expressions of 

each character and 

how the color and  

detail gave a natural 

glow to all the  

movement.” 
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To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom. 
To teach, baptize and nurture new believers.  
To respond to human need by loving service . 

To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and to pursue peace and reconciliation. 
To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.” 

 

 This weekend, I had the incredible opportunity to travel to a little town about an hour 
north of Houston, TX called Navasota for a young adult retreat. The purpose of this retreat was 
to talk about The Five Marks of Mission and how we can live into those marks of mission in our 
own lives. I will be the first to admit that I had never heard of The Five Marks of Mission, but 
y’all, they are so integral in how we live into our roles in the church.  

 Proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom. Let the world know how truly awesome God is and how he works in our 
lives! Too often as Episcopalians, we fear the “E-word” (evangelism…yikes) but this is our chance to evangelize in 
whatever way we choose. This doesn’t have to mean going up to a stranger and telling them plainly that God is your 
Lord and Savior, but it could be the “Faith Friday” Instagram post that you repost or just through your actions to-
wards the people around you. Proclaim the Good News of The Kingdom! 

 To teach, baptize and nurture new believers. Love God, Love Yourself, Love Others. If we share our gifts and 
knowledge with others, than that can help bring them to Christ. And not only that, but when we share our gifts with 
others, that in turn comes back to us and we also receive gifts from them that we otherwise wouldn’t have received. 
Whether that be the gift of understanding, the gift of empathy, the gift of being humble, whatever it might be. God 
blesses us by sharing with others and nurturing them in their journey.  

 To respond to human need by loving service. I think this completely emulates what mission and what service is all 
about. Responding to human need with loving service. When we see a human need arise around the world (hunger, 
oppression, social injustice, etc.) typically one of responses is “what can I do to help?” Responding to these needs 
with loving service is something we do more than we realize. I doesn’t mean you have to hop on a plane to Africa to 
help combat the hunger need there, but doing the 30 Hour Famine at your church which raises money for World Vi-
sion is responding to that need. Participating in The Hunger Walk for the Atlanta Community Food Bank or attend-
ing Walk the Road for Emmaus House or even collecting items for the homeless in your area is responding to human 
need by loving service.   

To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge violence of every kind and to pursue peace and reconciliation. In our 
world today, challenging violence of every kind and pursing peace and reconciliation is so crucial with so many vio-
lent and socially unjust events occurring regularly. Luckily for us in The Diocese of Atlanta, we have an incredible 
bishop who lives into this mark of mission daily. We see Bishop Wright peacefully protesting against the death pen-
alty, we see him praying with The Islamic Speakers Bureau of Atlanta, we see him marching in the gay pride parade, 
and we see him continually praying for peace around our world. What better example to have for the 4th mark of mis-
sion? Witnessing Bishop Wright live into the marks of mission daily gives us a better sense of how we can live into 
these marks. What can we do to help transform unjust structures of society and to challenge violence of EVERY kind 
and to pursue peace and reconciliation? 

 

To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth. What are we doing in our day to 
day lives that are helping to sustain and renew the life of the earth? That’s probably not a thought that goes through 
our minds during our days, but it should! Are we doing what we can to respect the dignity of the earth that God cre-
ated? Are we using his creation the way he intended us to use it? Take a moment to think about this. Think about 
everything God created and then think about the ways in which we abuse and neglect it. Now think about ways in 
which we can help to change that. Possibilities are endless, y’all! 

 

As young adults, it is sometimes hard to find our place in the church and what we can do to live into our roles 
in the church. This is it, guys. Mission! Living into these Five Marks of Mission and showing our local communities 
and the world how we can help bring change. This weekend was incredible. I was able to listen to speakers from all 
over The United States talk about how they are living into these Five Marks of Mission, from the mission work they 
are doing all over the world to how they are combatting social injustices locally. I was able to show up to Camp Allen 
in The Diocese of Texas where I did not know a soul and left renewed, encouraged, and ready to change the world.  

             

            Hope Hutchins 

“The five Marks of Mission…” 
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Choristers (the Christ Church Children’s Choir) will resume 
rehearsals on Wednesday, January 13 at 5:30 pm in the Choir 
Room.  If your child is interested in joining, please contact Jonathan 
Poe at jonathan@christchurchmacon.com.   
 

The Christ Church Choir will resume singing for the 11:00 
liturgy beginning on Sunday, January 10.  Rehearsal will be at 10:00 
in the choir loft.  The first mid-week rehearsal will be Thursday, 
January 14 at 5:30 pm.  Please note the change in day and time. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Jonathan Poe will play his master’s recital on Friday, February 4 at 
7:30 pm.  The program will include works of Bach, Bruhns, Conte, 
Franck, and Rheinberger. 
 
 

RECITAL BY INTERNATIONALLY-ACCLAIMED ORGANIST 
 

CHRISTA RAKICH - Friday, February 26 at 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to hear our magnificent Fisk organ 
played by one of the most celebrated organists in America!  This 
recital, which will include works by Bach, James Woodman, and the 
world premiere of Margaretha Christina deJong’s Fantasia on Salve 
Regina, will be part of the Mercer University Joan S. Godsey 
Keyboard Series. 
 

Music Ministry Prayer 

requests 

Andrew, Bailey, Barbara, 

Beth, Beverly, Betty, Bill,  

Bill, Carmen,  Carolyn, 

Cloyd, Crawford, David, 

Doris, Doris, Edsel, Etta 

Reese, George, George, 

John, Lynn, Malinda, Mary, 

Molly, Nina, Paula, Pete, 

Ron, Russ, Sandy, Scott, 

Sparky, Susan, Alan, Cliff, 

Ed, Gail, Henry, Jimmy, 

John, Juanita, Lilla, Lucille, 

Lynn, Maddox, Matthew, 

Morgan, Pat, Patricia, 

Sandra, Sandra, Sean, Sibley, 

& Suzanne. 

We pray for all those who 

serve in the military 

especially, Austin, Charlie, 

George, Owen & Terry. We 

pray for our Staff, Vestry, & 

Search Committee; and for 

those affected by severe 

weather, natural disasters, 

and civil unrest and violence 

throughout the world. 

mailto:jonathan@christchurchmacon.com
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Jacob and the Twelve 
Facilitated by John Blanks 

Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Cloister Room 
 
Our class will discuss and learn about the life of Jacob, Patriarch of the 
Israelites, and the twelve tribes named after Jacob’s twelve sons.  We 
will begin our study of Jacob from the time he stole his brother, Esau’s, 
birthright, through the deceit he suffered under his uncle Laban, 
Jacob’s encounters with God, and finishing with Jacob’s prophesies 
concerning the blessings and curses he placed on his sons before he 
died. I believe it will be both interesting and enjoyable.  Hope to see 
many of you there.  - John Blanks 

Adult Christian Formation  

Wonderful 

Wednesdays  
 

5:30 pm Evening Prayer 

Jones Chapel 
 

5:30 pm Choristers 

Choir Room 
 

6 pm Dinner 

 Great Hall 

Catered by Harpin’s Restaurant  

Cost is $5/person 

Takeout is available 
 

6:30 pm Program 

Great Hall 

followed by Compline  

in Jones Chapel 

 

January 6 

Three Kings Celebration 

5:30 pm Service 

Jones Chapel 
 

6 pm Dinner 

Great Hall 
 

Please bring a package of 

diapers in honor of the Christ 

Child for the new Middle 

Georgia Convocation Diaper 

Ministry. 

Join us for Pancakes and Prayer 
Sunday, January 10  

@ 8 am in the Great Hall 
 

Sponsored by the Christ Church Chapter of The Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

on the second Sunday of each month.  
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“Growing by God’s Grace into a Family of Faith and Ministry.” 
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 Annual Parish Picnic 

  

 

Annual Parish Meeting 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 24 

 

12:30 pm in the Great Hall 
Services will be held at 8 am & 11 am 
Sunday School for All Ages at 10 am 

 

VOTING - All members of the parish, 16 or older, who are 
communicants in good standing are eligible to vote. At the 
Annual Meeting we will be selecting new Vestry members, 
delegates to Annual Council, and discussing other parish 
matters of importance. Your attendance is important and 
appreciated. 
 

VESTRY NOMINATIONS - Additional nominations 
from the floor must be submitted to the Senior Warden no 
less than two weeks prior to the Annual Meeting in order to 
be confirmed. Permission from the person to be nominated 
must be obtained prior to submission. 


